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This special issue is dedicated to Rao Bahadur
Shripad Subrao Talmaki. The community looks up
to him as a pioneering member and will ever remain
grateful to him. Covering his efforts in Co-operative
movement and his research into the history of Chitrapur
Saraswats and their families we thought it would be
appropriate to bring out this special issue. We have
republished some of the articles which appeared in
previous issues of Kanara Saraswat for the benefit of
those who might have not seen them.
We acknowledge with gratitude, useful suggestions
made by Sadanand Bhatkal, Ramesh V. Nadkarni (Pune)
grandson of Talmaki and Ratnakar N. Gokarn.
Editorial Committee
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From the
President’s Desk .....
The Kanara Saraswat Association (KSA) has stepped into its 100th year and that too,
on a splendid note, amidst gala celebrations befitting its proud status in the community.
My thoughts predictably wing back in time to its founders — a band of thirteen
enthusiastic young men led by Rao Bahadur Shripad Subrao Talmaki. Seeded in July
1911 as the “Friends’ Social Club”, it blossomed into the Kanara Saraswat Association
on 26th November that year, with Rao Bahadur Talmaki as its first President. Over the
years, the Association, has earned a reputation for its exemplary social work as much as
for its enriching cultural endeavours, and stands tall, a glorious tribute to the noble ideals
of its founders — of fostering a spirit of brotherhood and cooperation among Chitrapur
Saraswats, and bettering their academic and economic conditions, twin objectives of
KSA that successive generations of volunteers have striven to fulfill. I, therefore, feel
that in our Centenary Year, it is but opportune to express our heartfelt gratitude to
these thirteen pioneers, in particular to Rao Bahadur Talmaki, and of course, to all
those who have unstintingly given their time, knowledge, skills and labour to help the
Association grow to its present stature.
A Centenary is also a time to celebrate our achievements. Traversing a near-century in
time, KSA’s social projects have touched thousands of families by way of expert medical
care through its Health Centre; medical assistance and distress relief; scholarships for
deserving students, matrimonial services, a community hall, and even a holiday home
for vacationing! On the cultural front, excellent music concerts and drama, major
festivals like Diwali marked by sports and other activities, have helped link members
of the community to each other and to their culture. In recent years, we can also boast
of a remodeled hall and office, an upgraded Health Centre, and KSA’s own website.
The glue that has kept our far-flung community bound, however, is the Association’s
popular monthly magazine, Kanara Saraswat which has served for over nine decades
as a forum for the exchange of ideas and a resource base.
Let us rejoice, in the knowledge that a Chitrapur Saraswat, Rao Bahadur Talmaki, the
guru of the co-operative movement in India, established Asia’s first cooperative housing
society, and along with a few community stalwarts, one of India’s first co-operative
banks which he dedicated to his mentor, Shamrao Vithal Kaikini — the 104-year-old
SVC Bank, a longstanding friend and supporter of the Association. With KSA in the
social work domain and the SVC Bank in the realm of banking, ours is perhaps the only
community with two great institutions that have marked their centennial; eloquent
testimony of its vigour and spirit of social betterment. Let us honour this spirit of
volunteering that left us this lasting, beneficial legacy.
Finally, our Centenary Year is a time to look to the future. They say that the past
inspires us to take on the challenges that lie ahead. Some that come to mind and call
for persistent effort are:
 Take forward the recent initiative of spreading our wings to involve Chitrapur
Kanara Saraswat
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Saraswats in other places so as to give the Association a truly representative character;
 Decimate poverty and make our community economically successful (8% still live below the poverty
line);
 Raise a corpus whose interest will help perpetuate aid to meet unexpected medical needs and
scholarships/loans for higher education;
 Concentrate on social and cultural activities in keeping with the Association’s objectives, and
 Nurture and strengthen the foundations by encouraging commitment to community service among
members, particularly our wonderful youth who have values, talent and, above all, the confidence, to
contribute to the Association’s goals.
In our Centenary Year, therefore, young or old, let us take pride in our journey so far and look ahead with
confidence, determination and enthusiasm. May our Founders’ dedicated spirit to work collectively and
untiringly for a better life for all Chitrapur Saraswats continue to be a hallmark of the Association.
Suresh S. Hemmady

Report in the Times of India, 14th Nov 2010:
i) Mumbai Leads India’s Diabetes Map ii) Diabetes detected in much lower age groups in recent times
iii) Incidence of Diabetes fast increasing in female population iv) Diabetes affects all systems in the body
and cause multiple health problems. v) Diabetes can be treated by Diet, Exercise, Medication and Yoga.

The Kanara Saraswat Association Health Centre
in association with the

Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana - Sankalp (VYASA-Sankalp)

Presents a seminar on

Diabetes Mellitus
at the Shrimat Anandashram Sabhagriha, Talmakiwadi, Javji Dadaji Marg, Mumbai 400007
between 9am and 12 noon, on Sunday the 9th January 2011

Programme:

7.00 to 8.00 am Blood Sugar Fasting check up at a nominal rate of Rs.40/8.00 to 9.00 am Breakfast for patients who have come fasting for the blood test.
9.00 to 9.30 am
9.30 to 10.00 am
10.00 to 10.30 am
10.30 to 11.00 am
11.00 to 12.00 noon

Lecture - 1 : Overview of Diabetes
Lecture - 2 : Myths about Diabetes
Lecture - 3 : Medical Treatment of Diabetes
Lecture- 4 : Lifestyle changes to control Diabetes
Lecture - 5 : Yoga for Diabetics, Questions and Answers

All are welcome to this educational seminar for Diabetics as well as Non Diabetics.
Registration is free but compulsory
To register and for any queries please call KSA Office 23805655 or 23802263
Dr. P. S. Mavinkurve
Hon Secretary, KSA Health Centre
4
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Letters to the
Editor

That they were able to overcome the initial, critical
phase of KSA, nurse it through the decades and bring
it to the present level of activity and community
involvement, is a success story, a tribute to their

Dear Editor: The “Deepavali” Edition of KS(Nov.
2010 issue) turned out to be quite impressive and
rewarding reading experience, while retaining
its high quality and standard. In particular, the
presentation, lay-out and contents deserve attention
and compliments. Kudos to Shri Gurunathmam
Gokarn and his dedicated Editorial team.
The article ‘A Retrospect’ (from Archives of KS)
by one of the most eminent and highly respected
Bhanaps, late Shri Sundermaam Dongerkery, was
quite a revelation to those of us, who have not
read it earlier and gives a ‘ball-by-ball’ (Year by
year) description of the struggle undergone by
that generation in trying to establish themselves in
Bombay and KSA, under very difficult conditions.

Donations Received

Kanara Saraswat Association is grateful to the
following donors:
Emergency Medical Fund
`
Vithal S Tavanandi
15,000
(In memory of father Shamrao A Tavanandi)
Vithal S. Tavanandi
15,000
(In memory of mother Uma S. Tavanandi)
Vithal S. Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of Krishnabai M. Sorab)
Vithal S Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of sister Sumitra Betrabet)
Vithal S Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of sister G. Susheela Sitaram)
Vithal S. Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of sister Saguna S. Tavanandi)
Vithal S Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of brother Ramdas S. Tavanandi)
Vithal S. Tavanandi
10,000
(In memory of brother Krishna S. Tavanandi)
Centenary Fund
Satyendra S Kalbag
51,000
(In memory of Subrao Shankar Kalbag
and Sumati S Kalbag)
Savita Kalbag
51,000
(In memory of Manjunath Mangesh Turme
and Padmavati M Turme)
Dr. Mohan Koppikar
1,00,000
Kanara Saraswat

hard work and tenacity and speaks volumes for their
patience and perseverance.
KSA is on the anvil of reaching a phenomenal
land-mark, entering into Centenary Year on 26th
November, 2010. Apart from our Holy institution of
Shree Chitrapur Math, hallowed Guruparampara and
beloved Sadguru and ‘Chitrapur Sunbeam’, KSA as
a social institution and KS, the magazine, provide a
close link to members of our community, all over. I
take this opportunity to congratulate and salute KSA
on its magnificent ‘Century’ and pray the esteemed
Institution reaches many more milestones in the
years to come.
Satyanarayan Pandit, Andheri, Mumbai.

SHRIMAT PARIJNANASHRAM
VASTU SANGRAHALAYA
Announces

THE KITE FESTIVAL
From 23rd to 26th January, 2011

At SHIRALI

On the occasion of Sankranti
All those who have the know-how of
Kite flying and wish to join the Kite Flying
Competition may please register their names
(in pairs i.e. along with their accompanist
to hold the wheel) to their respective Sabha
president/Secretary or directly with the Museum
Manager on Cell No 09892449694 on or
before 15thDecember, 2010.
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Golden Wedding Anniversary
Karpes and Hattangadis are pleased to
announce the
Golden Wedding Anniversary
on 11th December, 2010
of Shri Vasant Annaji Hattangadi
and
Sow Kumud Vasant Hattangadi
(nee Karpe)
We pray to the Almighty and our Guruparampara to bless the couple
with a long, healthy and peaceful life.

May Gold turn to Platinum!
From Karpes, Hattangadis, relatives and friends

Golden Wedding Anniversary

Hearty Congratulations!

Mohan and Sharda Amladi
on your

Golden Wedding Anniversary
December 9th 2010
With love,
Shivdutt, Ameeta, Prashant, Sangita,
Amod, Sanat, Shounak, Pranav,
Relatives and Friends
8
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Rao Bahadur Shripad Subrao Talmaki
- Biographical Introduction*
- N. S. Kowshik
There can be no more fitting introduction to the
posthumous volume of Saraswat genealogies prepared
by the late Rao Bahadur Talmaki than a brief sketch
of his life and activities. The institutions he helped
to found and foster and his self-denying activities in
numerous untrodden fields have made history; and
it is in the hope that a short account of them may
prove an inspiration to his successors in those and
similar spheres, and evoke and encourage unabated
enthusiasm and effort that this is being written.
Lineage
Shripad Talmaki belonged to a branch of the
Mankikar Family. In the partition of the family property, the sea-side land of Manki, known as Talmaki,
was assigned to Shamayya, who thereafter resided at
Talmaki, and in consequence acquired the surname
of Talmaki, by which his descendants also came to be
known. Shamayya had three sons; of these, Santayya
alone had children - two daughters and a son named
Manjayya, who was born in 1799. Manjayya lost his
father in early childhood, and was bred and brought
up by his maternal uncle, Dhareshwar Venkappayya.
In course of time, he passed the Munsiff’s Examination and was appointed Munsiff of North Kanara.
The Talmaki land now passed into his possession
and he added to it, by purchase, some land at Bailur
and also at Kembre. He had one daughter by his first
wife, and two sons and two daughters by his second.
Of the sons, Santayya died in boyhood; the other,
Subraya had three sons and two daughters; the eldest
was Shripad (the subject of this sketch) born on 25th
December, 1868; his two brothers were Ramkrishna
and Durgadas alias Shantaram; the two sisters were
named Girija and Shanta.
Shripad finished his vernacular four standards in
Honawar and his English four standards, under the
care of his maternal uncle Udiawar Lakshmanrao,
Kanara Saraswat

who was Mamlatdar there. Padbidri Santappa, husband of Shripad’s mother’s cousin sister, then took
him to Karwar where his father, Padbidri Venkatrao,
was Daftardar to the District Collector. Shripad was
admitted to the fifth standard in the High School,
but with Kannada as his second language. He passed
the Matriculation in November, 1887. The same year
he was married to Ambabai, the eldest daughter of
Bhatkal Ramrao. At the beginning of 1889, he was
admitted to Wilson College; he passed the First
Year in Arts that year. Shripad went to Poona and
joined the Engineering College in 1892. To add to
his financial worries, due to sale of family property at
Kembre towards liquidation of his father’s debts, his
wife Ambabai was brought to bed of a daughter and
died a week later on 18th September, 1892. Shripad’s
sister’s husband, Ramchandra Nadkarni, came to his
financial aid, and Shripad appeared for and passed
that year both the First Examination in Engineering and the First B.A. He returned to the Wilson
College and passed the B.A. in 1893. In 1894, he
married Kalyanibai, daughter of Nadkarni Anandrao.
He worked as a part-time teacher in Wilson High
School and also secured a private tuition to meet his
expenses while studying’ for the L.L.B. examination.
He passed the First L.L.B. examination in 1895 and
his Second L.L.B., in 1897, when he began practising
as an advocate at Kumta. Soon after, Shripad’s father
died on 2nd June, 1898.
Life in Bombay
Shripad, however, felt life at Kumta too circumscribed, dull, depressing and even irksome. In the
latter half of 1902, Mr. V.V. Tilak, the then Deputy
Registrar of the High Court, who as Sub-Judge of
Kumta, knew Shripad well, offered him the post of
Assistant Shirastedar. Shripad readily accepted it and
joined his duties on 10th September, 1902. Bombay
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Rajaram Raghunath Savkoor and Mrudula Rajaram Savkoor
(nee Mrudula Shankar Nadkarni)
We wish you both a very happy Golden Wedding anniversary and may Gold turn to Platinum.
We Pray to Lord Bhavanishankar, Shri Ram, Holy Guruparampara to bless them with good health
and long happy life.
With love and respects from:
Daughters:
Son:
Brother:
Dr. Sangeeta, Dr. Vivek Nadkarni,
Nilesh, Manjula Savkoor
Jayant, Aruna Savkoor
Kavish Tejaswitha,
Ajay, Pooja, Aparna
Sharmila, Dilip Kandlur,
Rohan, Meghna,
Meenal, Ganpathi Mudur,
Best wishes from:
Nayantara
Savkoors,
Sherebets, Nadkarnis
Deepali, Sharan Karekatte,
and
other
relatives and friends
Rishabh, Nishadh

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LOVING PARENTS
Shri. Umesh & Smt. Usha Bajekal who are celebrating their
50th Wedding Anniversary
on December 13, 2010

With Love
Trupti & Dhiren Naimpally Milind & Sangeeta Bajekal
Ishika & Ishani (grandchildren)

MAY GOLD TURN TO PLATINUM!
Bajekals, Bagdes, Naimpallys, Tungikars
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offered him a vast field for varied activities for his
pent-up energy. He was a devoted admirer of the
late Mr. Shamrao Vithal, who was well known as a
liberal supporter of learning and fine arts and had
given many unmistakable proofs of his great practical
concern for the educational and economic advancement of our community; but could not carry out his
schemes for want of workers, or lack of enthusiasm
amongst them.
Talmaki, however, was fortunate in this respect.
Mr. Shamrao Vithal was the founder and patron of
a social institution in our community in Bombay
in the nineties; it was located in Dr. Bhalchandra’s
Chawl at Grant Road and known as the Chitrapur
Club. His plan was to collect and publish information
about the religious, social, economic, educational
and literary history of our community. The scheme
was submitted to our late Swamiji (H.H. Shrimat
Pandurangashram Swamiji) in a letter addressed to
Him in 1894, Mr. Shamrao being anxious that the
work should be commenced and kept up-to-date
under the auspices of the Swamiji. The information
was to be revised and published in a Saraswat Annual.
The Agency suggested were the Local Committees
appointed by the Math and in existence at various
places who were to submit an Annual Report on the
subjects enumerated, reviewing the general condition
of our people at their respective places, especially
about poor students and persons rendered destitute
or helpless by unavoidable circumstances, or calamities of life, and the measures of relief adopted. These
Reports were to be reviewed in the Annual Directory
to be published. The scheme, however, did not find
favour with the Math, as being prohibitive in cost in
view of the staff required on a permanent basis. But
Mr. Shamrao had set his heart on it and entrusted
the work to a Committee of over a dozen members of
the Chitrapur Club. A beginning was made by taking
a Census of our people wherever they were known
to be and could be found to ascertain the numerical
strength, the proportion of the sexes and their civil
condition; 25 per cent of the schedules distributed
were not returned. The results were published in
Kanara Saraswat

April, 1896, in “Chitrapur Panchang” with a photograph of the Swamiji as frontispiece. The Panchang
also contained a list of our temples and festivals held
at each of them; biographical notes on eleven of our
saints and poets; a list of holy places of Hindu pilgrimage, with estimates of probable cost of journey both
ways; a list of Hindu holidays and of auspicious days
and muhurtas for munj and marriage ceremonies; a
list of graduates of Bombay and Madras Universities
since 1872. The publication was thus to be a fairly
reliable manual of com¬munal history and a calendar. But the outbreak of plague, disorganized life and
scattered the members of the Club in all directions.
The Club did not survive the shock, and with it perished the hope of publishing the future issues of the
Directory. A copy of this publication was religiously
treasured by Talmaki and supplied the impulse and
inspiration of the elaborate Census of our community
organized by him in 1912.
Co-operative Work
Talmaki’s mind was disciplined but not subdued
by the routine of official duties. Such a single-track
routine was repugnant to him, and to break its tiresome evenness, any useful outside work was welcome.
The Co-operative Societies Act was passed towards
the close of 1904 and came into operation in 1905.
He was the first amongst us to visualise the potentialities of co-operative effort and thought of making it
the lever to improve the social and economic condition of our people. He got together eight friends to
join him in registering the Shamrao Vithal Urban
Co-operative Credit Society on 27th December,
1907. This is our Co-operative Bank of today, which
perpetuates the name of Mr. Shamrao Vithal as a
great lover and leader of our community. Gradually,
the circle extended, the horizon enlarged. For some
years before the Society was started, Talmaki used to
collect small monthly contributions from members
of our community, with the object of building up a
fund to impart vocation or technical training to our
young men. Progress was slight. He, therefore, had a
meeting called. Mr. Shamrao Vithal presided. Over
200 circular letters inviting contributions were sent.
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But soon after, Mr. Shamrao died and the scheme
fell through. Talmaki, however, never lost sight of
the idea. At the 5th Annual General Meeting of the
Co-operative Credit Society, sanction was obtained
to the creation of an Education Fund by setting apart
5% of the net profits of the Society. Thus were laid the
foundations of the Saraswat Education and Provident
Co-operative Society, registered as a separate Society
under the Co-operative Societies Act in 1923.
As is well known, the Friends Social Club, started
by the late Mr. G.V. Sirur, and Messrs. S.N. and R.N.
Kalbag and others, blossomed into the Kanara Saraswat Association, receiving the name at Talmaki’s
suggestion, at a meeting convened to determine
the scope and future work of the Club. Talmaki was
elected the first President of the Association, and he
commended his idea of taking a Census of the community to the General Meeting of the Association
on the 10th January, 1912. The history and results
of the first and subsequent Censuses are well known.
Talmaki now plunged into the co-operative
movement with insatiable appetite. He obtained all
the literature he could get and began preaching the
co-operative gospel with proselytizing zeal, and was
able to convert a few friends to his fervent faith. The
genesis of our own Co-operative Housing Society at
Gamdevi was a paper read by Talmaki to a meeting
of the Kanara Saraswat Association held at Hirabaug
on 24th January, 1914, under the presidency of Mr.
B.W. Kissan., I.C.S., Special Officer, Salsette. Mr. Kissan said: “The Census which you took, I consider a
triumph of organisation, carried out, as it was, without
coercive powers such as Government finds it necessary to use when it takes a Census. I say if anyone
could make a Co-operative Housing Society, you
ought to be able to do it.” The Saraswat Co-operative
Housing Society at Gamdevi thus came into being and
was registered on 28th March, 1915. Three buildings
with two upper floors, with two four room tenements
on each floor, were constructed and occupied on the
1st January, 1916. Sir Prabhashankar Pattani, Member
of the Governor’s Executive Council, and President
of the Bombay Co-operative Housing Association,
12

had announced a loan of Rs. 24,000/- at 4 per cent
interest for ten years to the first Co-operative Housing
Society to be registered in India, and our Society got
the loan as the first such Society. Two more buildings
comprising 24 tenements of three rooms each were
then constructed and were occupied in February,
1917. The Shamrao Vithal Co-operative Credit
Society gave material help in the construction of all
these buildings with loans at specially reduced rates
of interest. Talmaki thus gave a much-needed lead
to the country and made history.
Although his honesty of purpose and transparent
sincerity were beyond question, his was a formidable
task, as he had to dispel ignorance, overcome prejudice, answer criticism and pacify opposition. But he
succeeded by reason of his patient persuasive methods, his determination and persistence. He nursed no
bitterness, cherished no grievance towards those who
differed from him, but sought by discussion to win
them over. He remained firm while others wavered
and succeeded in imposing his will by his personal
qualities. After the buildings at Gamdevi were occupied, our people realized the immense benefits
of Co-operative Housing. Then followed the Cooperative Housing Society at Santacruz in 1918-1919
with Talmaki’s lead and active guidance; next, our
friends at Dharwar started the Co-operative Building
Society with the late Rao Bahadur Sheshgirirao Koppikar’s initiative and efforts, guided by Talmaki. Both
the Societies at Santacruz and at Dharwar received
financial help from the Shamrao Vithal Co-operative
Credit Society. Then came a long pause until the
Anandashram Colony sprang up at Proctor Road in
1938. The opening ceremony was performed by H.H.
Shri Anandashram Swamiji. A few months later, another building was added, with the ground floor for
accommodating the Shamrao Vithal Bank and the
Anandashram Co-operative Housing Society and
three upper floors for residence. But the most interesting and no less important event was that Talmaki laid
the foundation stone of three buildings on 15th April,
1938, at Dubhashwadi, Tardeo Road, which being the
Society’s freehold estate, was renamed Talmakiwadi,
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as a tribute to the great work of Talmaki. More buildings were added in course of time.
Other Co-operative Activities
Talmaki’s work, to begin with, was restricted to his
own community, to whom he was known and who
would be more ready to trust him and follow his lead;
and also because, in the unexplored field of co-operation, he would not undertake more than he could
manage efficiently. But Talmaki was cosmopolitan in
sympathies and outlook, and readily and ungrudgingly gave his advice and guidance to all and sundry.
He organised, among others, the Hindu Co-operative
Housing Society and was its Honorary Secretary for
a long time. He was one of the founders of the Provincial Co-operative Institute, Bombay, and worked
as its Honorary Secretary for 14 years and a member
of the Editorial Board of the “Bombay Co-operative
Quarterly”. He prepared a scheme of co-operative
housing for the industrial workers of Bombay, and
some years ago when the Mahars of Bandra thought
of starting a Housing Society, they sought out Talmaki from his retirement to preside over and guide
their deliberations. He was greatly interested in rural
reconstruction, and with co-operation of Sir Chunilal
V. Mehta, Mr. A. V. Thakkar and Dr. Harold Mann,
started a Rural Reconstruction Association which
did useful work at its two centres, namely, Balasa in
the Panch Mahals and Waki in Sholapur District.
To give to the public at large the benefit of his accumulated knowledge and experience, he crystallised
them into a practical guide, entitled “Co-operation in
India and Abroad” which was published in 1931. In
recognition of his signal services to the Co-operative
Movement, Government conferred on him the title of
“Rao Sahib” in 1914 and of “Rao Bahadur” in 1916.
Other Social Work
Talmaki retired from service as Assistant Registrar,
High Court, on 1st August, 1930. In 1931, when
he had a nervous breakdown, he went to Deolali
for rest and recuperation, and returned after two
months much improved. But he was an indefatigable worker. He was for years collecting information
from every available source about Saraswat families
Kanara Saraswat

and the Konkani dialect. The practice common in
performing shradha ceremonies of substituting the
names of deities and rivers, where those of grand and
great-grand parents were not known or remembered,
is said to have struck Talmaki as crude and impelled
him to collect information about Saraswat families; he
checked it by reference to the oldest living relatives
and friends of such families. These genealogies tell us
much that is very old but perfectly true, which had
lain hidden or obscured by mists of antiquity and is
now revealed, so as to make any questions about them
futile or needless. He published Saraswat genealogies
- from the Founder of the House to the most recent
descendant - in parts: Part I in December, 1935, Part
II in February, 1939. A collection of Konkani Proverbs (and paradoxical sayings) with explanations of
their origin as throwing light on our social evolution,
was published in two parts: Part I in 1932, and Part
II in February, 1936. These publications were his
exclusive work and will remain a monument to his
spirit of inquiry and research as well as his matchless
industry. He remained in Bombay till April 1942
and went to Belgaum during World War II. In June
1944, he shifted to Dharwar. Here his last days were
clouded by suffering - his own and his wife’s. He
suffered from prostate gland trouble, and she from
physical breakdown. After a brief illness, he died at
Dharwar on 28th January, 1948. Some time before
his death, the Santacruz Housing Society decided to
return the share capital of mem-bers who were not
its tenants. Talmaki, who had become a member in
the initial stage of the Society, as an encouragement
to others, suggested that his share money be diverted
to some charitable purpose, preferably, education;
and the Committee of Management wisely enough,
made it the nucleus of an Education Fund, which they
named after Talmaki’s mother who died at Santacruz
in October, 1927.
Conclusion
Talmaki was called to his rest long after his lifework was completed, though he had a couple of irons
in the fire. He was known to be working hard to
compile a Konkani-English Dictionary and a History
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of Saraswats. The enduring work by which he will
live enshrined in the affection and gratitude of our
people is, doubtless, in connection with the housing
of our middle class population in the city. All the
Saraswat Colonies will be a perpetual reminder of his
farsightedness and sagacity as well as his quenchless
zeal for the social and economic uplift of his fellow
men. Such response as his to the vital needs of city
life is not evoked by worldly leisure, but by a compelling inward impulse coupled with steadiness of
purpose and unyielding determination. And as we
look back, our appreciation of the benefits accruing
is enhanced beyond words; when we think of the
present difficult times with their acute shortage of
housing accommodation and the frantic legislation
that has followed in its wake, we value beyond words
the cheap, convenient and comfortable modern type
tenements; and generations of our people who will
reside in them will bless Talmaki for this great gift.
He thought not in terms of the individual, but of the
community of which he was one. He wanted nothing
for himself that others might not share in common
with him. He thus taught us to live our life in the
light of the whole to which we belong, and live it from
the point of view of its significance to life in general.
Appreciation
Talmaki’s life was simplicity itself; rather, simplicity verging on austerity. The idea of luxury was alien
to his nature. He was entirely unfashionable in his
tastes and his sole recreation was a long walk. He was
slow-thinking, but prudent, resourceful, conservative
in habits of mind, patient under misrepresentation
and strong enough to resist the temptation to retaliate. There was about him something comforting and
humane. He always led a busy life, reading or writing,
orderly in all that he did, distributing his time with
rigorous economy. His hand was operative in all our
institutions, wherever it was not visible. He had to
rub shoulders with plenty of pettiness on every scale
and in every hue, but he always kept his eyes well
above it. He not only pulled us out of ourselves, but
lifted us above ourselves. In the stress and turmoil of
actual existence, we are often unable to see beyond
14

the moment or think beyond the day. But he taught
us to take a long view of life. He thus made us hopeful
about ourselves and about our outlook.
It is said that great ideals and great qualities
abide, even after those that exhibited the qualities
and cherished the ideals pass away. It is a justifiable
hope that Talmaki’s shining example will continue
to inspire generations of his successors to emulate
him. For he sowed the seed and those who are with
us and those who will come after us will continue to
reap the harvest. Our hearts should therefore blossom
with thankfulness to God who gave him to us, as well
as to those who lead us along the path chalked out
by him. As we review Talmaki’s activities, our hearts
thrill with involuntary admiration. For his work was
lit with life and his life was made sweet with work;
his work endeared the present and made the future
bright; and we mutter to ourselves “Blessed be his
memory and may his kind increase!”
- Source KS Issue January, 2006
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Rao Bahadur Shripad Subrao Talmaki – Maharshi of Co-operation
In India the seed of the co-operative movement was sown by SHRIPAD SUBRAO TALMAKI, the man and
the spirit behind the co-operative movement. Talmaki was a pioneer in the field of co-operatives- Urban Credit,
Housing and Education.
In the early 20th Century, the concept of
cooperative was indeed path-breaking. In the
Socio-Economic sphere, everything was owned and
controlled by either the state or private individuals.
The fact that common people could join hands for
their mutual benefit escaped the intellectuals and
social reformers of the time. Into this kind of scenario
stepped in Talmaki with his revolutionary idea and
sowed the earliest seeds of co-operative movement
in Asia.
Talmaki had presented papers on various topics
connected with the Co-operative Movement, which
were read in different Conferences and meetings.
A list of these and extracts from some of them are
produced below:
1. “Co-operative Housing”— Paper contributed
to the Bombay Provincial Co-operative Conference
— 11th August 1913.
2. “Possibilities of Starting Co-operative Housing
Societies Among Hindus” — 1st August 1915.
3.”StrayThoughts on Town Planning” Part l — 1st
June 1915
‘It now became generally recognised that the best
way of effecting housing reforms is to build more
houses, making them common and abundant. If this
could not be effected within the boundaries of the old
city, as is generally the case, extend its boundaries.
Bring the suburbs within its reach; develop the
communications; induce people to spread out; and
encourage industries to move out. But let all the work
of extension be preceded by a definite plan.
What are then the requisites of an ideal Town
Plan? They may be summarised in the following
few words: Locate industries in appropriate quarters
in an orderly style. House people in localities best
suited to them, keeping residential places separate
from working places. Leave ample vacant spaces for
Kanara Saraswat

common parks and recreation grounds. Let houses be
not congested or be towered up into the sky. Let every
living room have ample access to light and air, and
give a garden to every house. Let the streets be laid
out in the best possible direction for the convenience
of traffic and the residents, and make provision in
good time for sewerage and sewage disposal. Preserve
old trees and other natural beauties and sceneries
and objects of historical interest. And above all leave
ample margin near each locality in anticipation of
future expansion.
‘Thus Town Planning requires the careful
collaboration and sympathetic comprehension of all
the interests of a town or city, whether concerning
its trade or industry, the railway or the dock, public
or private concerns, hygiene or housing, without
allowing any one of them to dominate the situation at
the cost of others. Health, convenience, beauty and
real economy have all to be taken into account. Town
Planning is moreover a social process and a civic
endeavour, allowing to every individual living within
the town or city, whatever condition of life he may be
in, equal opportunities and the full share of his rights
and privileges as a citizen. In other words the aim of
Town Planning is to bring the relations between a city
and its citizens closer and closer together and make
their interests completely identical.”
4. “Stray Thoughts on Town Planning” Part-Il—
29th June 1915
“The housing of the milch cattle has in Bombay
developed into another problem of considerable
magnitude. One of the ways of tackling it is by
building public sheds and model houses by the
Municipality, where private owners could keep
their cattle. Owners of animals must also gradually
be induced and encouraged to move out into the
suburbs by the creation of special facilities in their
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favour. This is essential not only in the interest of the
milk-trade itself, but in that of the health of the City
and also for making more residential areas available.”
5. “The Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society,
Its History and Working System” — 9th March 1916
6, “State Aid For Housing” Part I & II — 6th June

1916, Parts III & IV — 4th July 1916; Part V — 9th
January1917
7. “Cheap Houses for the Middle Class Chawls”
— in 2 Parts 30thJune 1919
8. “Cheap Houses for the Middle Class: Flats and
Cottages” lst July 1919.

Important Events in Talmaki’s Life
1868, December 25 : Birth at Honavar
1889-1893: Passed B.A. Examination in 1893.
1897: 2nd LL.B. passed.
1898, March: Began practice as pleader at Kumta. Appointed as Assistant Shirestedar in the High Court,
Bombay.
1906: Started the Hindu Co-operative Credit Society , Assisted in starting a Co-operative Library in
the Servants of India Society’s Home in Bombay, and a journal “Bombay Co-operative Quarterly”.
1907: Registration of the Shamrao Vithal Urban Co-operative Credit Society, Ltd.
1909: Joined hands with friends to convert the ‘Friends Social Club’ into the Kanara Saraswat Association.
1910: Actively participated with the Samyukta Gowda Saraswat Brahman Ekikaran Parishad, for which
he was ex-communicated.
1911-1912: First President of the Kanara Saraswat Association—took a leading part in taking the Census
of Chitrapur Saraswat community.
1913 Sept: Read a paper on “Co-operative Housing” at the Co-operative Conference at Pune, resulting
in the starting of the Bombay Co-operative Housing Association.
1914: Received the Title of ‘Rao Saheb’.
1915, March 28: Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society, Gamdevi registered
1916: Received the Title of ‘Rao Bahadur’
1918: Worked for the establishment of the Bombay Provincial Co-operative Institute (Hon. Secretary
of the Institute for 14 years—Actively connected with Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank, the
Agricultural Sale Society, the Bombay Provincial Land Mortgage Bank and the Bombay Co-operative
Insurance Society.) Initiation of the Shamrao Vithal Memorial Scholarship Fund of which he was a
Trustee till his death.
1919: Saraswat Suburban Co-operative Housing Society, Santacruz registered.
1923: Took active part in the establishment of the Saraswat Education and Provident Co-operative
Society, Ltd.
1928: Appointed as Assistant Registrar, High Court, Bombay.
1930, August 1: Retired from Government Service.
1930-31: President of the Kanara Saraswat Association—a second time.
1931: Published Co-operation in India and Abroad.
1932: Published Konkani Proverbs, Part I.
1933, February: Study tour of North India.
1934-35: Study tour of South India. , Published Saraswat Families, Part I.
1936: Worked for the establishment of the Modern Education Society at Dharwad. Published Konkani
Proverbs, Part II.
1938, April 15: Laid the Foundation Stone of the buildings of the Co-operative Housing
Society at Dubhashwadi, Tardeo, since renamed “Talmakiwadi”.
1939, February: Published Saraswat Families, Part II.
1942, April: Left Bombay for Belgaum —failing health prevented his return to the City. Completed the
manuscripts for the Third and Final part of the Sarasuat Families and Konkani-English Dictionery.
1944, June: Shifted from Belgaum to Dharwad.
1948, January 28: Passed away at Dharwad at the age of 79.
16
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Rao Bahadur S. S. Talmaki – A Giant among Men
Sadanand Bhatkal, a senior member of our community, a former president of the KSA and also ex-chairman of
the Shamrao Vithal Co-op. Bank has spent a number of years working in the social sphere in general. In his younger
days he has been in close contact with Rao Bahadur Talmaki. He shares some thoughts on Talmaki with our editorial
committee member Shruti Gokarn.
Undoubtedly the bhanap community looks
up to S.S Talmaki as a pioneering member of the
community for numerous reasons. According to
you which are the two most prominent reasons
why we as a community will remain ever grateful
to this magnanimous man?
Before answering your question I would like to
tell you that our community is fortunate enough to
have not one but two great pioneers. The first one is
of course Shamrao Vithal Kaikini. He was one of the
first bhanap migrants to Bombay. He helped people
to get jobs, he offered financial help to students to
complete their education. He thus laid a foundation
in Bombay for our community to flourish. But there
are two misconceptions that are prevalent and
I take this opportunity to clear them. It is widely
believed that Shamrao Vithal Kaikini started the
two institutions which have become symbols of our
identity as a community viz. the Kanara Saraswat
Association and the Shamrao Vithal Co-operative
bank. These two institutions were in fact started
by S.S Talmaki.I don’t have to elaborate further on
the importance that these two organizations have
assumed for us today.
Besides these two institutions his most important
contribution to society in general lies in the field of
co-operative housing.
Tell us about your personal association with him.
His grandson Ramesh Nadkarni and I were
schoolmates. So I would visit their place in my
childhood. I came in contact with him for barely a
period of four to five years, but those were the most
impressionable years, the formative years of my life,
from the time I was around 11 to 12 years old till I
turned 15. He contributed immensely to the moulding
of my personality.
Kanara Saraswat

From him I learnt the value of social service. He
inspired us to start the Saraswat Students’ League.
At that time people like Dr. Kalle, R.M. Haldipur,
the Mugve brothers, Madhu Heble were all members
of this League. He also inspired us to go mainstream
and merge with KSA.
What were his most striking personality traits?
There was an aura about his personality which
immediately struck you. He came across as a person
who was genuinely compassionate, helpful, a person
who was truly concerned about social issues. He
was research oriented and had a scientific approach
towards the causes that he took up.
What made him an invaluable asset to organizations
like the KSA and the bank was, he was an excellent
troubleshooter. Whenever there was a crisis at
these organizations he was there to handle it and
to smooth things over. In fact whenever there was
trouble looming ahead Talmaki would be called to
handle the situation. For instance when he became
the Chairperson of KSA the second time around, it
was with the express purpose of dealing with some
trouble that was brewing there.
You mentioned that he was a research oriented
person. Could you throw more light on this aspect
of his personality?
The Co-operative Societies Act was passed in
1904 and came into operation in 1905. He ordered
literature from England about co-operation. He
studied it and presented papers about it all over the
country. He wrote articles on how houses should
be built for the Low Income Group and the High
Income Group. He had prepared a model of how a
co-operative society should be built and explained
things to people with the help of this model.

Vol. 91, No.12, December 2010

19

He realized that if houses were to be built for
people, a good estimate of the number of people
who would occupy those houses was required . So he
carried out a census of the bhanap community in the
year 1912. This itself is an example of the scientific
method of thinking that he had.

and prepared a model of an ideal housing society
and taught people with the help of the model. He
travelled right up to Karachi in order to popularize
co-operation. It is sad that what he stood for, what
he taught is not seen today. The true spirit of cooperation is not seen even in so called co-operatives.

Which are the institutions which owe their
existence to S.S. Talmaki?
He was the founder of eight institutions one
of which is the Kanara Saraswat Association. He
founded the Co- operative Credit Society as the
bank was known till 1931. Other than this he started
the Co- operative Housing Association in 1913 in
Bombay. He established housing colonies at Grant
Road, Santacruz and at Dharwad.

S.S Talmaki was a pioneer, a leader of a
unique movement. Which quality of his inspired
confidence in people and encouraged them to
follow the lead shown by him?
He was such an inspiring leader because he never
dominated over people. In fact he preferred to stay
in the shadows and encouraged them to go ahead.
It is because of this attitude of his that he received
support from people in his pioneering work. A real
leader remains behind the scenes and knows how to
delegate work and has the ability to get it done from
people. That was the kind of leader S.S Talmaki was.

What are the most prominent features of his
work?
There are two important features that I would like
to discuss. The first one is, his approach to his work.
He had a truly universal approach towards his work.
When he did his work in the field of co-operation he
did not restrict himself to the bhanap community only.
For him co-operative housing was a universal tool to
solve housing problems of all people. In fact initially
when he wanted to build houses for the Low Income
Group, he wasn’t thinking only of the bhanaps. But
he did not get a good response from people in general.
So the then Collector of Bombay suggested that he
take the idea to people of his own community since
he already knew so many of them. So that is how
bhanaps came to occupy the co-operative housing
societies that he built. But he wanted non-bhanaps
also to benefit from his ideas. He participated in
conferences all over the country and disseminated
information to as many people as possible. I want
to specially emphasize on this feature of his work i.e
his universal and liberal approach because we as a
community and as a society are becoming more and
more narrow-minded in our approach.
He was innovative in the true sense of the word.
He was a fountainhead of new ideas. He found out
about the Rockdell ideal housing society in Scotland
20

S.S Talmaki did what we call in today’s lingo
‘multi-tasking’. He held a job, fulflilled his
domestic responsibilities and at the same time
dedicated his time and energy to social causes.
How did he manage all this?
The secret of this lies in the three D’s of dedication,
devotion and discipline. He led his life in a disciplined
manner and this enabled him to multi-task. And the
most important thing was that he had the courage of
his convictions. He truly believed in the cause of cooperation. He had a great passion for his work which
fuelled him on and on. These are the qualities that
our youth should aspire to emulate.
<<<<<>>>>>
Late H. Shankar Rau, eminent thinker and author
says “Carlyle defined genius as the transcendent
capacity of taking trouble first of all. Rao Bahadur
S. S. Talmaki was a person who took great trouble
in several useful spheres from first to last, and was
a genius if ever there was one. In his research into
the history of Chitrapur Saraswats and their families,
as in his peerless work in the fields of Co-operation
and Konkani, he strove hard over a period of some
35 years to leave something really worthwhile to his
contemporaries and to posterity.”
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Life and Work of Rao Bahadur S.S. Talmaki
Heartfelt and sincere tributes of a grateful
community were offered to the late Rao Bahadur S. S.
Talmaki on March 14, at Talmakiwadi, Tardeo, when
representatives of various Saraswat institutions spoke
on the “Life and Work of Rao Bahadur Talmaki”. The
meeting was held under the auspices of the Kanara
Saraswat Association and was presided over by Rao
Saheb R. N. Naimpally.
The President at the outset narrated the
circumstances under which the condolence meeting
held on February 11, came to an abrupt termination
before the many speakers whose names had been
announced had had their say. He regretted he had
few occasions to come in contact with the late Rao
Bahadur to appreciate his real worth, but he could
unhesitatingly say that it was really left to very few
persons to have a standing memorial like having a
colony named after them during their life-time. Mr.
Naimpally recalled how during one of his visits to a
reputed doctor of the Deccan Brahmin community,
the Doctor spoke to the large circle of friends sitting
around him about the achievements of our small
community settled in Bombay and said that it was
the community to which Mr. S. S. Talmaki belonged.
Briefly tracing the early life and career of Rao
Bahadur S. S. Talmaki, Mr. N. S. Kowshik, his close
associate, pointed out how the Rao Bahadur drew
inspiration for the future course of his activities from
a scheme submitted by the late Mr. Shamrao Vithal
Kaikini to H. H. Shrimat Pandurangashram Swamiji
in 1894, suggesting the compilation of a Directory of
our people; the heads under which information was to
be collected were: our Gurus; our temples and other
religious institutions and the festivals observed; our
poets, saints and, other noted men; Families of our
Priests and their geographical distribution; heads of
families at different places; charities of our people;
Holders of University Degrees; the Car Festival at
the Math and the contributions received; all this
was to be preceded by a census of the community.
But the Swamiji did not favour the scheme, as
Kanara Saraswat

requiring a permanent staff and as being prohibitive
in cost. But Mr. Shamrao had set his heart on it and
to carry out the plan, he appointed a Committee
of a dozen people in Bombay. The results of the
census, a list of our temples and festivals, notes on
eleven of our saints and poets, a list of holy places of
Hindu pilgrimage, with estimates of cost of journey
both ways, a list of Hindu holidays and Muhurtas
for Thread Ceremonies and Marriage in the year;
and a list of our graduates of Bombay and Madras
Universities since 1872 were published in April,
1896, with a photograph of the Swamiji as the front
piece. This was named the Chitrapur Panchang and
was to be an annual publication, but the outbreak of
Plague scattered the members of the Chitrapur Club
in all directions and no more issues of the Panchang
appeared. Rao Bahadur Talmaki treasured a copy of
this publication and it inspired his elaborate census
of our community in 1912, as well of his publication
of the geneologies of Saraswat Families, Konkani
Proverbs and his unfinished Dictionary of our
language. But the enduring work by which he will
live in the memory of succeeding generations was
done in the sphere of Co-operative Banking and
Co-operative Housing. The Co-operative Societies
Act was passed in 1904 and came into operation in
1905. He founded our Co-operative Credit Society,
as the Bank was known until 1931 and named it
after the late Mr. Shamrao Vithal Kaikini. In 1913,
he read a paper on “Co-operative Housing” before
the Provincial Co-operative Conference in Poona.
This lead to the formation of the Co-operative
Housing Association in Bombay. His paper on the
same subject, read before a meeting of our people at
Hirabaug on 24th January, 1914, led to the formation
of our Co-operative Housing Society–which being
the first of its kind in India made history and
secured a loan of Rs. 24,000 offered by the late Sir
Prabhashankar Pattani–the loan to be for four years
bearing interest at 4 per cent. Our Housing Society
gave a much needed lead to the whole country. Being
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the Chairman of our Bank, he refused even to work
on the Committee of the Housing Society as he held
the view that the Chairman of a lending Society
should not be connected with the management of
a borrowing Society as our Housing Society was to
a large extent financed by our Bank. Our colonies
at Anandashram and Talmakiwadi are extensions
of his scheme, as well as the Housing Society at
Santa Cruz which had his lead and active guidance,
and the Housing Society at Dharwar, both of which
had financial aid from our Bank. Our colonies are a
memorial to his sagacity and far-sightedness and the
benefits conferred by them are multiplied in these
days of acute shortage of housing accommodation.
He thus carried out his idea of people living in the
congenial atmosphere of convenient and comfortable
colonies and working harmoniously for common ends
and for common benefit.
As to his private life, it was one of simplicity
verging on austerity. The idea of luxury was alien to
him. As the Hon’ble Mr. Vaikunth Mehta told our
people some days ago, Rao Bahadur Talmaki never
used an envelope as long as a Post Card could serve
his purpose. His frugality in the matter of clothes
was a good humoured joke with his friends. He was
conservative in his habits of mind, prudent, patient
under misrepresentation and strong enough to resist
the temptation to retaliate-as was proved when a
number of pamphlets were printed and distributed
discrediting him in several ways, in connection with
our Santa Cruz Society.
Mr. Kowshik wound up by saying that great
ideals and great qualities abide, though those who
exhibited the qualities and cherished those ideals
pass away. As we review the Rao Bahadur’s activities
and achievements, our hearts thrill with involuntary
admiration. With his last breath he must have wished
us all well and said “God bless you all!” To him
therefore we pay our tribute of affectionate gratitude
and we bless his memory; and our prayer should be
“May his kind ever increase!”
Mrs. Sitabai Padbidri, speaking on behalf of the
Saraswat Mahila Samaj, said that it was at Shri
Kanara Saraswat

Talmaki’s instance that the Samaj came into being,
so as to enable the ladies of the community to devote
some of their spare time to some concrete useful
work. Ever since then the Samaj had the benefit of
his guidance on all important matters, notably in
the opening of the Industrial Section and the Balak
Vrinda Nursery School. Even from his sick bed he had
offered to give them useful direction at the time of the
construction of the proposed building of the Samaj,
but unfortunately he was taken away so suddenly.
The most fitting tribute that any one could give to
the departed soul was to carry out the legacy of hard,
solid and constructive work in real co-operative spirit.
In this task the Samaj would no doubt, she assured,
play its part. She pleaded for full co-operation in so
doing from sister institutions of the community.
Mr. N. L. Kodikal, speaking on behalf of the
S.V.C. Bank, said that he first came in contact with
the Rao Bahadur when working as Secretary of the
K. S. Association. The financial position of the
institution was then in a very unfortunate state and
the Committee was at the end of their wits to find out
ways and means to collect more funds and stabilise
their position. Mr. Kodikal said that he received
much useful guidance from the Rao Bahadur in this
direction.
One of his most admirable qualities was his dogged
persistence in whatever task he undertook, no matter
how difficult it was. It was the same perseverance
which enabled him to collect and publish Konkani
proverbs and similes, a task which, to say the least,
was tedious and involved a mountain of labour.
Mr. G. R. Mankikar, who followed, said the
late Mr. Talmaki was ready to offer his guidance
to all institutions whether he was connected with
that institution or not. It was more the spirit of
co-operation exhibited rather than any concrete
assistance that attracted men to him. It was he who
taught us that even with little or no capital poor men
could stand on their legs with the help of co-operative
institutions and that they were themselves their
capital. He added that it was not for the Saraswat
community alone that the Rao Bahadur worked, but
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for all. While spending a vacation with the Rao Bahadur
at Mysore, he found numerous local leaders flocking
round Mr. Talmaki to discuss our problems with him.
Stating that his relations with Mr. Talmaki were
like that of ‘Chela’ to his Guru, Mr. H. Ramakrishan
Rao, Secretary of the Saraswat Housing Society,
stated that Mr. Talmaki loved to work hard and
assiduously, shunning all publicity. Many of the cooperators in the Saraswat community owed their
training to him.
Mr. Reuben, a member of the Jewish community,

who was present on the occasion, said that he had
the privilege of attending classes on ‘Co-operation’
conducted by Mr. Talmaki years ago, and thanks to
this training he had been a co-operator since then.
The meeting terminated with a reference by
Mr. S. G. Hosangady, Hon. Secretary of the K. S.
Association, to the guidance the institution had
received even after Mr. Talmaki had gone to Dharwar
for reasons of health.
Source: From KS March 1948
<<<<<>>>>>

1930: Talmaki with Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji on the occasion of
Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Ganapathy High School, Mangalore,
South Kanara

1942: Rare free hours in busy life – Talmaki with wife Kalyanibai
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Sumati Ramdas Nadkarny
(4 February, 1924 - 12th October, 2010)
th

Missed by:
Nadkarny: Uday, Kanchan, Nikhil and Neeta
Naimpalli: Aruna, Sadanand, Sameer, Swati, Swaraa, Shweta

An Ode to Sumati

Sumatipaachi, mumma, amamma, anamma, baby and panjamma too

These were some names we who loved her called her and miss her, we always do

Understated and quietly competent , she managed her household all her life

A loving mother and grandmother she was , a doting great grandmother and a very good wife

Missed will be her laughter, her subtle dry homour
Her delicious cooking put us in good humour

All of us will savor the memory of her quite smiles and love for her family
Today her empty seats are forever branded as her TV chair and her puzzle solving chair
I and all the others will treasure in our hearts the amazing woman who once sat there
Kanchan
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Rao Bahadur S.S.Talmaki - Trail Blazer of A New Way of
Life Cooperative Housing Movement
The Success Story of Saraswat Co-op. Housing Society, Gamdevi
Compiled by: A.A. Kulkarni & K. S. Kodial-Rao
In Marathi there is a saying that “Lagna pahava
karun va ghar bagava bandhun”. Rao Bahadur
Talmaki went through the latter part of the saying and
built the first cooperative housing society in Gamdevi,
Mumbai. We give below some of the obstacles he
faced and overcame to make it a success.
1. The Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmins who as a
community were well educated and settled in North
Kanara (which was in Bombay Presidency and South
Kanara which was in Madras Presidency), started
migrating to Bombay (Now Mumbai) in search of
employment during the late 19th Century. Most of
them were employed in banks, insurance companies,
cotton mills, railways and judiciary services etc. They
were staying in chawls or with locals as tenants on
a rental basis.
2. The KSA undertook a census in 1912 which
showed that the community in the city had increased
from 226 in 1896 to 1252. The total house rent paid
by them per month amounted to Rs. 4,124 which
came to nearly Rs.50,000 per year.
3. This was the genesis of co-operative action
for the purpose of co-operative housing for the
community.
4. The Provisional co-operative conference
held in Pune in 1913 gave direct impetus to the
idea. A paper on cooperative housing discussed at
the conference resulted in the appointment of a
provisional committee with Hon’ble J.P. Orr , C.S.I.,
I.C.S., as its Chairman for starting cooperative
housing movement in Mumbai with the express
object among others of organizing housing societies
on cooperative lines.
5. At this time, the Kanara Saraswat Community
held a public meeting of their members at Hirabaug
Hall on 24th January, 1914 under the President-ship
of B. W. Kissan I.C.S., Special Officer, Salsette. A
Kanara Saraswat

paper on forming cooperative housing was read out
at the meeting by Rao Bahadur S.S. Talmaki. In the
same meeting a provisional committee was appointed
to take necessary steps for starting the society. In the
course of his Presidential speech, Mr. Kissan after
referring to previous activities of Chitrapur Saraswat
community referred earlier made prophetic remarks
that “if any one could make a cooperative housing
society, they (Chitrapur Saraswats) should be able
to do it”. Though the members present felt much
flattered by these words, they scarcely anticipated
that they were destined to realize it soon.
6. The provisional committee did a good deal
of spade work by holding monthly meetings and
discussed the possibility of a housing society from
various points of views and to educate opinion on the
subject. A sub-committee was formed which framed
the set of Bye-Laws for the proposed society. It issued
prospectus explaining the aims and objectives of the
Society, inviting funds for its operations.
7. In the mean time, in spite of vigorous propaganda
and strenuous efforts of over 9 months the collections
did not reach even a couple of thousand rupees. It
was natural in those circumstances that the monthly
progress reports of the provisional committee’s
secretary were a tale of pessimism regarding the future
prospects of the scheme. The out break of The First
World War in August 1914 brought about a further
shrinkage in monthly collection. The members
therefore, seemed to lose all heart and the movement
threatened to breakdown.
8. The first difficulty was solved after the
announcement by Hon’ble Mr. Orr in one of the
Bombay Cooperative housing meetings that a friend
of his was prepared to advance a sum of Rs. 24,000
at 4 % interest per annum to the first cooperative
housing society that might be started in Bombay.
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Nostalgic Memories

On 21st Oct 2010 Surendra Balsavar (Gopi), popularly and universally known as
‘Gopmam’ or ‘Gopidada’, passed away. He went as quietly as he lived.
In 1949 he joined Ambica Airlines and later Cambata Airways as a trainee mechanic. In 1952 he
joined Air India as a Flight Engineer. Flying was his passion, and since he could not afford to be a pilot
this was the next best thing.
He retired from Air India in 1975 and joined Kuwait Airways where he worked for five years. He
decided to hand up his cap and epaulettes and spend some much delayed time with his family.
I was married to him for 54 glorious years, and during that time I have never known him to raise
his voice or lose his temper. The only sign of displeasure he would show is raising one eyebrow the
children used to joke – “Beware Papa’s eyebrow has gone up”.
We have three wonderful children, and three even more wonderful grandchildren. He never imposed
his will or ideas on them. He gave advice only when asked.
He was an uncompromising do- it -yourself person. He could dismantle a car and put it back together
as good as new. All his friends came to him for help and guidance. At home he did all the minor repairs,
and to date we have needed the services of a plumber or electrician. Lately he had taken to gardening,
vermi-culture and making compost. He was ever ready to learn anything new. He practiced Reiki, and
done Pranic healing. He was an enthusiastic Natural History member and with his cousin Umanath Bailur
was members of the BNHS and went on many treks. They were both very disappointed when they were
discouraged to go on those treks when they turned 75, though they both were more sprightly and active
than many younger members !! He was 87 years old bur still walked ramrod straight.
It is unbelievable the number of people who called, emailed and wrote to me from all over the
world to offer their condolences, not forgetting my family and friends who called on me personally. My
children and I thank one and all and regret our inability to so personally.
Our house “Armaan” used to be the hub of all family gatherings for young and old. Now it will not
be the same without his benign presence; but to me he is still alive and guiding me silently.
Goodbye to a gentle soul and a thorough gentleman.
Shalini Balsavar
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If the society constructed the buildings on the
Improvement Trust Estate, the trouble of raising
additional capital for purchase of the land could be
saved since the Trust holds out the option of paying
by the way of rent at 4.5 % of the price of the land.
The second difficulty was got over by launching the
scheme for construction of independent tenement
blocks instead of a chawl. Even the idea of moving
to the suburbs as for instance, Matunga estate of the
Improvement Trust was temporarily shelved in favour
of general inclination to have the first instalment of
the buildings in the city.
9. Accordingly, plot no 35 on the Gamdevi Estate
of Improvement Trust was selected for erecting
three buildings with a ground plus two upper floors
with only two independent tenements on each floor.
The accommodation offered in each tenement
consisted of two bed rooms, a hall, a kitchen and an
independent bath room and W.C.
10. This scheme having been found acceptable,
it only remained to remove all lingering doubts as
to whether it would succeed financially. With this
object in view, a paper was read at a large gathering
of community members on November 1, 1914
explaining financial soundness of the scheme with
the help of plans and estimates, their soundness
being vouched by specialists in the line. Each
building was estimated to cost Rs. 24,000 including all
incidentals. The average rent for each tenement was
approximated at Rs. 33 (Thirty three) per month to
cover all outgoings including repairs leaving a margin
of 5 % net for interest on capital. Each tenant was
required to contribute 1/3rd cost of his residence to
be paid in lump sum or by installments according to
his convenience. 18 tenants had therefore, to make
a contribution of Rs. 1300 (Thirteen hundred) each
while the balance would be raised through loans.
11. The presentation in the above meeting proved
quite a success. By the end of 1914, the requisite
number of members came forward promising definitely
to take up the tenements and to contribute the share
capital. The progress of the scheme was smooth there
after. In 1915, the Bye-laws were recast with the help
of the draft prepared by Bombay cooperative housing
Kanara Saraswat

association and sent to the Registrar, Cooperative
Societies for approval.
12. In 1915, Hon’ble Mr. Orr having satisfied
himself about the earnestness of members who had
joined the scheme, obtained the loan of Rs. 24,000
as promised earlier through his friend Sir Prabha
Shankar Pattani. In March 1915, formal application
for registration of the society, under the cooperative
societies act was forwarded and the society was
registered on March 28, 1915. On the same day the
new society commenced to work by formally adopting
registered Bye-laws and appointing Managing
Committee.
13. On 20th April 1915 application was made to
The Bombay Improvement Trust for lease of plot no
35 on Gamdevi Estate for a period of 999 years. It was
granted on 13th of May 1915. The possession of the
land was taken on 17th May 1915 and the work of
digging the foundation commenced on 20th of May
1915. Exactly seven months thereafter, the buildings
were completed and the Completion Certificate
issued by Improvement Trust on 21 / 12 / 1915. The
buildings were formally inaugurated by Hon’ble Mr.
Orr and the tenements were occupied by all 18
members on 1st January 1916. This is how mother
cooperative housing society came into existence for
the first time not only in India but also in Asia.
14. The society there after, obtained a plot no 116
in Gamdevi estate from Bombay Improvements Trust
(B.I.T.) which was adjoining to the existing plot. Two
more similar buildings with 12 flats each of 1 BHK
having ground plus two floors were constructed and
occupation took place in February 1917.
15. In stark contrast to utilizing around 80 to 90 %
of the plot area for construction, this society at that
time had 47 % built up area and 53 % open space for
garden and recreation purposes.
16. The founder members were 1) Rao Bahadur
S.S. Talmaki 2) Adv. G.P. Murdeshwar 3) N.S.
Kowshik 4) H. Shankar Rao 5) S.S.Balsekar 6) S.N.
Kalbag 7) M.A. Mundkur 8) M. Vithal Rao.
17. G.P. Murdeshwar guided the society as its
Chairman from its inception in 1916 to 1949, for
a record period of 39 years. He set the society on
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In Remembrance

Shantaram V. Mankekar
Born on 9.4.1904
Died on 6.11.1986

Vimlabai S. Mankekar
Born on 10.4.1914
Died on 1.9.2003

Fondly remembered by:
Dr. Mohan S. Mankekar and Smt. Anuradha M. Mankekar and family
Late (Smt.) Uma and Late Shri Bhaskar Trikannad and family
Smt. Premlata and Shri Vasant M. Mangalore and family
Shri and Smt Vijay and Poornima Mankekar and family
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firm footing and laid down proper guidelines. This
has set an example in discipline and selfless service
to follow for other members of the society till
date. To honour the stalwarts in the Cooperative
Housing scheme, the community named the Tardeo
Housing Society Complex established in 1939 after
Rao Bahadur S.S.Talmaki ( The Talmakiwadi Cooperative Housing Society Ltd.). The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) also acknowledged
his services by naming the junction of Javji Dadaji
marg (Tardeo road) and Gamadia Colony Road as
Rao Bahadur S.S. Talmaki Chowk. Later the Housing
complex established behind Talmakiwadi and
Sonawala buildings was named after G.P. Murdeshwar
as Ganesh Prasad Co-Operative Housing Society
Ltd., for his valuable contribution to the success in
Cooperative Housing.
18. On 25 / 02 / 1916 Lord Wellingdon who was
then the Governor of Bombay paid a surprise visit to
the buildings of the society accompanied by Mr. Orr,
Mr. J. Crerar and hon’ble Iningo-Freeman Thomas.
After paying a visit to the buildings the Governor
Lord Wellingdon noted in the visitors book“ I visited
with Mr. Orr this new effort in the cooperative
movement and was pleased to see comfortable
homes well built and at reasonable rents, giving every
prospect of its proving a successful enterprise. I wish it
all success and shall look forward to its development
with much interest”.
19. At the time of formation of society, the
committee deliberated on various types of housing
societies. Out of the four options available at
that time, it was preferred to go in for tenant copartnership society instead of the other types.
20. In the co-partnership system, the society
is started by the Tenants, for the tenants and is
governed by the tenants. The houses built by the
society are owned jointly by all of them and not
individually by any one of them.
21. The present Managing Committee(M.C.)
expressed with great satisfaction and pride that in
the past 95 years the entire gamut of work related
to the society was done by them (including earlier
members) on honorary basis and that no outsider like
Kanara Saraswat

manager or accounts clerk have been employed. The
day to day working is carried out by M.C. members by
devoting their time and energy. They also observed
that no adverse remarks have ever been observed by
either internal or external auditors. The condition
of the buildings even at this age of 95 years is fairly
good. However, the members feel that they should
start thinking of Redevelopment/ Re-construction
in the near future since the load bearing beams &
pillars are showing signs of decay. Though they are
maintained well, the wooden material has its own
life. The annual repairs cost heavily and increase
year after year. The two major stumbling blocks
foreseen by the members when they contemplate
re-development are alternate accommodation and
finance besides higher out goings.
22. Co-operative Housing movement has saved
both the State and Central Governments from taking
care of old private buildings under the cess system.
Recently, the Government has agreed to allow
additional FSI for reconstruction of cessed buildings.
It is high time some facility is extended to very
old cooperative tenant co-Partnership societies built
prior to 1940 like ours.
The society buildings were designed, constructed
and supervised by following persons:
1. Motilal Gandhi, Architect and Engineer of M/s
Simon and Motilal
2. F.G.B. Hawkins, Architect and Officiating
Engineer, Improvements Board, drew the original
plans.
3. K.H.Printer of M/s Printer and Co., executed
the sanitary and plumbing work.
4. Kanzi Zaver was the Contractor.
5. S. K. Talgeri, a tenant member monitored the
construction work.
Note: This brief write up is compiled by A.A. Kulkarni
and Rao Kodial K.S., from the Article written by: Rao
Bahadur S.S.Talmaki in March 1916.
Please see the picture of the colony on page 75.

Acknowledgement : Mrs.Anasuya P. Pandit
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Tale of a Fly

Our Wadi .. Talmaki Wadi..

- Saguna R Udiaver
There was I, hovering
Over the sand and mud,
Knowing not wither was I wandering
Moving like a real dud.
Tired was I, going round and round,
Hark! Lilting to my ear was the sound,
Ah! I saw the majestic gait
That made me wait
awhile, for me to rest
The Holy Feet were the BEST!
There is a photo of H.H. Swamiji with me
where in ther is a small fly resting on the 4th
toe of His left Holy Foot. Oh! the lucky fly!

Some of the Marathi and Konkani articles,
‘Here and There’ and ‘Our Institutions’ could not
be accommodated in the current issue for want
of space. These will be published in the forth
coming issues.

Our wadi, Talmakiwadi, is named after Rao
Bahadur S. S. Talmaki, who pioneered its construction way back in the 1930s. The location of
our Wadi is really unique – just a few steps away
is the Railway station , Bus-stops connecting us
to all parts of Mumbai and outstation, a Hospital
and many food-joints. Many famous heritage
buildings of Mumbai, the Chowpatty beach etc.
are close to us. But the Wadi itself is special. Its
whole and soul are the ‘AMCHI’ people which
gives us all a feeling of togetherness. The KSA
organizes various festivals and cultural activities.
We, the children, are always hanging around in
the Sirur Square and the garden. We look forward
to and participate in all festivals like Datta Jayanti,
Diwali (Laxmi Poojan, Sports, Cultural events) and
Gokulashtami. These are celebrated with joy and
pleasure giving us a feeling of unity. We really
feel lucky and proud to be Wadiites! Thank you
Talmaki Shripadmam !!
Contributed by the children from Talmaki Wadi

Rao Bahadur S. S. Talmaki authored several books. These were Co-operation in India and Abroad, Konkani
Proverbs parts 1 and 2, Saraswat Families parts 1, 2 and 3 and a Konkani-English Dictionary. He also assisted in the
publishing of a quarterly “Bombay Co-operative Quarterly”.
We reproduce here the FOREWORD to the book SARASWAT FAMILIES
written by H. Shankar Rau.
Over twenty years ago, I often noticed, at our communal gatherings, an agile, middle-aged gentleman
who always seemed to be on the lookout for grey-haired visitors and used to ply them with all manner of
questions about their great-great-grandfathers. And I wondered what business he had with the departed
ancients. I did not know then that he had been behaving in this way for years already, nor did I imagine that
he would persist in carrying on likewise for years thereafter, but I just concluded that he was a needlessly
inquisitive person. That person was Mr. (now Rao Bahadur) Talmaki who is 67 at the moment, but is not yet
tired of the game.
I must confess that I did not realise the value of his great and patient work of nearly a life-time until
I myself was in the throes of The Chitrapur Saraswat Directory in 1933. It then dawned on me that if the
community was to have the benefit of his laborious collection, it was essential that he should himself put it
into shape and also into print before he should be called upon to make his exit from our midst. This was the
genesis of The Chitrapur Saraswat Series of publications of which the Directory, being a general survey of
conditions in the community, is the first, and this volume, relating to Saraswat families, is a peerless second.
Every page of the volume contains something that is new to most of us, and its publication should lead
to the printing of more genealogical trees and facilitate the eventual construction of a reliable communal
history. The Introduction, in particular, is very interesting, while the Index of Families is invaluable.
Amongst other things, it acquaints each and every family with its progenitor and dayadis, so that one
need not travel far to know these estimable people. The entire volume has been so planned that it will,
like the ubiquitous priest, prove indispensable on most occasions, grave or gay. It is a work of which every
Saraswat should be proud and every Saraswat household will do well to possess a copy.
H. Shankar Rau
19th December, 1935
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lrnmX gw~«m` Vmi_¸$s ~mH$s cmoH$m§H$ ""amd ~hmX²Xya''
åhþUw n[a{MV Ampíecmo Var _m¸$m Vmo ""~mßnm''{M Ampíecmo.
VmJoë`m gmd©O{ZH$ H$m`m©Mmo ^é {dgmì`m eVH$mÀ`m n¡co VoÎmrg
dgª Ampíecmo, Am{Z _Jocmo OÝ_w Ë`mMr H$mim§Vw, åhi²`mar
1921 Vw§ Om„mo. _Joë`m ~mngyH$ gaH$mar Zm¡H$ar {Z{_ÎmmZo EH$
Jm§dm§Vw§ WmdZw AmZoH$ Jm§dm§Vw dJw© Om§dMmo, Vpíe H$moZw© _Joë`m
{ejUmH$ AÈ>r `odZ`o åhþUw _m¸$m ~mßnmZo AmnUmJoar{M
amã~modZw KoÎcmo. VmÞo 1942 Vw§ _w~¡ gmoÊUw ~oiJm§d amã~yH$
dMdaoH${` hm§d H$m`_ Vm½Joë`m Kmam{M Ampíecm|. Omë`m[a
VmÝZo gmd©O{ZH$ H$m`mªVw WmdZw {Zd¥Îm OmËZm (1932-33) hm§d|
_Joc| MoS©nU Xm§Q>y`Zopíe„|. Vpíe H$moZw© VmÝZo Ho$„oë`m H$m`m©M|
Ia| _hÎd VmÝZo V| H$m`© H$V©Zm _m¸$m H$iZmpíe„|. V| _m¸$m
gw_ma H$mcmZ| Xwgè`m§Zr åhi²ioc| Am`Hw$Zy AmZr Vm‚mo {df`r
dmƒyZy{M H$i²i|.
AmÎm§ _m¸$m _Joë`m gmZnUm§Vwcmo CJS>mgw Ho$ë`m[a {XñVm
H$s _Joë`m ~mßnmJoc| Zm§d VmÝZo Ho$„oë`m H$m`m©Mo {Z{_Îmt Xoe^[a
à{gÕ Om„oc| AmZr gaH$mamZo Vm¸$m nXì`mo {X„oë`mo; cmoH$m§Zt
Vm¸$m hmoS>nU {X„oc| Var Vmo VmJoë`m _ZmZo Am{Z dmJUwH$sZo
AJXr gmYmo Ampíe„mo.
~mßnmJocr amhm{U gm{Y Am{Z AZmdí`H$ IMw© H$Zm©
Om§d{M VmJocr d¥{Îm. Vm‚m| EH$ CXmhaU _Joë`m _Zm§Vw K{Å>
~gë`m§. Md{V na~oH$ Am_Jo[a JUnVr _yVu hmS>Vmct. Vr Vmo
Zi~mOmam§Vw V`ma _oiMr IaoXr H$moZw© {dŠQ>mo[a`mMo[a (KmoS>çm
JmS>çoar) KodZw `oÎmmcmo. Jm§dXodr Am_Joë`m eoOmam{` JUnVr
_yVu hmS>Vmct. Vm§Joar hmS>{M _yVu {JaJm§d EH$ _yVuH$mamcm½Jr
""ñnoec Am°S>©a'' XrdZw H$moamodZw Q>°Šgr[a hmS>Vmct. Vr _yVu
Am_Jo[a hmS>Mo _yVuH${` hmoS>r AmZr MS> _mo„m{M AmñVm{„.
V| H$iV{M _m¸$m Am_Jo[a gm{Z, ao{S>_oS>, gdaJ _yVu åhUw EH$
Z_yÝ`mM| CUonU {XñVm„|. Vpíe H$moZw© EH$ dag hm§d| MdVr
EH$imH$ ~mßnmcmp½J åhi²i|H$s Am_Jo[a{` ñnoec Am°S>©a XrdZw
hmo{S> _yVu hmS>çm§ åhþUw. Vmìdir Vmo åhUmcmo, ""Amao _yVu
hmo{S> Amñgmo, gm{Z Amñgmo, gdaJ Añgmo, åhmaJ Amñgmo,
én E¸${M Ýh¡do? nyOm EH${M Z_yÝ`m{M Ýh¡do? Am{Z {dgO©Z
OmÎm{M Mm¡nmQ>r[a g_wÐm§Vw nmdm|d{M Ýhd|? _y{V©Mo[a MSy> IMw©
Ho$„mo åhUw nwÊ` MS> _oiZm.'' ht VmJoct CÌ§ Am{Z Ë`m CÌm§Vwco
Vo VmJco {dMma _Joë`m _Zm§Vw H$m`_ dë`m©{V. _ñV VÎdkmZ
dmƒyZw, Am`Hy$Zw, {ZË`OrdZm§Vw H$ñco{` n[adV©Z OmÎmm H$s Zm
åhþUw _m¸$m JmoÎmw Zm. H$maU hm§d| AOw{Z VÎdkmZ lÕoZo dmƒZo
Kanara Saraswat

Omdmo Am`H$Zo. Omë`m[a ~mßnmJoë`m øm CÌm§Zr Am{Z {dMmam§Zt
_Joë`m OrdZmH$ `mo½` diU cm`c| Aíer hm§d§ H¥$VkVmnyd©H$
coH$Vm§.
~mßnmJoë`m H$gH$erMo d¥Îmr{Z{_qÎm _ñV OmU§ Vm¸$m
H§$Oyf åhUVmco I§{` åhþUw hm§d| Am`H$ë`m§. Omë`m[a Ka IMm©
Vw§ AZmdí`H$ IMw© AJXr H$Q>mjmZo H$aZm{Vco Var JaOoÀ`m
IMm©H$ VmÝZoo Ho$XZm{` Zm åhÊUoíerco. Am{Z H$moUmH${`
AS>MUr Ampíeco Vmìdir Vo Am_Joë`m g§~§{XH$m n¡H$s
Amñgmo{V, OmVr{M Amñgmo{V, naOmVrqM Amñgmo{V Vm§H$m§ VmÝZo
gS>cw hmVmZo, AZ_mZ H$aZmñVZm _XV Ho$„ocr hm§d| nio{`ë`m.
Vm‚moZ§Vm I§Mo{` gmd©O{ZH$ H$m`m©H$ {deofV… e¡j{UH$ H$m`m©H$
VmÝZo AJXr CXma _ZmZo ghmæ` Ho$ë`m§.
~mßnmZo OmoSy>H$ gwê$ H$V©Zm {dëgZ hm`ñHy$cm§Vw§ {ejH$
åhUw WmoS>o {Xdg H$m_ Ho$„oc| I§{`. Cnam§Vo VmÝZo {ejH$mJocmo
ì`dgm`w gmoi²ioco Var {ejH$mJocr d¥Îmr Vm‚mm§Vw§ dacocr. Vm¸$m
AmnUm Joë`m gmd©O{ZH$ H$m`mªVw§ à^mdr ^mfU§ H$moaMr H$cm
AmnUmÀ`m§Vw Zm Apíe {Xíerc| I§{`. _m¸$m hmoSw OmÎm{M Ë`m
Z_wÝ`m{M AÈ>r OmdZ`o åhþUw _m¸$m AJXr gmZnUr YmoZw© Mma
Mm¡Jm§BXya ^rZmñVZm Ccm|dMmo Aä`mgw Omd§H$m åhþUw E¸$m ZdrZ
H$ënZoMmo VmÝZo à`moJw Ho$„mo. _m¸$m nwamUm§Vwë`mo WmoS²>`mo H$mÊ`mo,
nX§, ícmoH$ {eH$modZw _OcmJrWmdZw {H$V©Z§ H$moamodZw KoËë`mo.
KaJwVr {H$V©Zm H$moZw© ^rS> _moÊUw Y¡`© `oÎm{M _Joë`m ñHy$cm§Vw
(g|Q> H$moc§~mMo {~Jmar dJm©Vw§) Am{Z Jm§dXodr H°$Zam gmañdV
Egmo{gEeZmMo hm°cm§Vw _Joë`mo {H$V©Zm Ho$ë`mo. hm§d§ ^mar hmd^md
H$moZw© {H$V©Zm H$Vm©cmo§ åhþUw _Joco gJit H$m¡VwH$ H$Vm©ct Am{Z
EH$ \$m§Vm§ Vo_o{` hmoS²>S> Wm{` _m¸$m {H$V©Zm OmÎm{M nm§` ni²it
åhþUw _m¸$m ^mar S>m¡cw Am{`„mo.
Ë`m H$mim§Vw B§½cre ^mfoH$ _hÎd _ñV Ampíec|. Víer
AmñVZm VmÝZo _m¸$m B§½cre _mÜ`_mMo ñHw$cm§Vw KmcZmñVZm,
Vmìd{i _Ü`_ Am{Z H${Zï> dJm©Mo MoSw>©dm§{Z dƒo Jm§dXodrMo
å`w{Z{gnm{cQ>rMo ñHw$cm§Vw§ Kmëco. Omë`m[a B§½cre àm`_a
_‚moIm{Va KodZw {ZË` VmÝZo OodUmH$ ~píeco Vmìdir _‚mo
H$moamodZw dmƒmod²Zw KoÎmmcmo H$maU ~mH$s doim[a Vm¸$m \w$ag{V
AmñgZmpíecr. Am{Z Am`VmamM| aOo {Xgm§M| gm§OoM| _c~ma
{h„m[a AmnUmgm§Jm{V ^m|dMmH$ AnmodZw ìhmoZw© dmÅ>o[a _ë`m{J
B§½cremZo Cc¡Vmcmo. MoS>©dm§Jocmo ~wÕr {dH$mgw _mÌ Ýh{` Vm§Jocr
n«H¥${V gwÑT> Om§dH$m hmo VmJocmo Ñ{ï>H$moZw Ampíecmo. ì`m`m_w
Am{Z ñdÀN> hd|Vw§ IoiMo IoimH$ Vmo _hÎd {XÎmmcmo. Kam{^Îm[a
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~¡gyZw IoiMo Ioi Vm¸$m _Zm§Vw `oZm{eco. BpñnQ>§, Ho$a_ dJ¡ao
Ioi²`m[a Vm¸$m H$monw `oÎmmcmo.
Jm§dXodr gmañdV _{hcm g_mOmZo "~mcH$ d¥§X' gwê$ H$V©Zm
Amå_r WmoS>r MoS>©d§ Ë`m d¥§Xm§H$ _oiyH$ àm`ooZo hmoSw> Omë`m[a H°$Zam
gmañdV Egmo{gEeZmH$ _oiyH$ d`mZo gmÞ Apíe AS>ZmS>r
àm`oMt Ampíect. Vmìdir Amå_r gmañdV ñQy>S>§Q²>g crJ
H$mS>M| R>ao{`c|. hm§d| ~mßnmH$ {Z_Jrc|. Vm¸$m Vr H$ënZm ng§V
ni²ir Omë`m[a Ë`m crJmMo CÔoem§Vw§ ñQ>S>r gH©$c, {S>~oQ>, {Q´>n,
Ioi ho KmcVZm BpñnQ>§, Ho$a_ _mÌ KmcZm¸$m{V åhþUw VmÝZo ñnï>
gm§Jc|.
Ë`m{M H$maUmIm{Va ~mßnmH$ {gZo_m nmoim|dMmH$ Vmg
JQ>coZo H$miH$m Hy$S>m§Vw ~mogM| Im§{`e AmñgZm{ec|. WmoS>o{M
{gZo_m e¡j{UH$ Am{Z ~moYna AmñVm{V Vo nmoim|dMmH$ VmJocr
A{S²>S> AmñgZmpíecr, Omë`m[a _Zmoa§OZ Am{Z H$a_UyH$ åhþUw
{gZo_mH$ dƒ| Vm¸$m ng§V Zm§píec|. {gZo_m nmoim|dM| ì`gZe|
OmÎmm Am{Z Vm‚mmo àH¥$Vr[a, Ñï>r[a Xwîn[aUm_ OmÎmm _mÌ Ýh{`
MoS>©dm§Jc| Aä`mgm{X¸$mH$ Xwc©j OmÎmm åhwUw _m¸$m VmÝZo
_Joë`m ñHy$cm§V§w {V_mhr narjm OmÎm{M EH$ {gZo_mH$ dƒoX
Aíer ""aoeqZJ'' Ho$„oc|. Vod|{` hm§d| EH$i²`mZo dmoƒ| Ýh{` Var
H$moUo{` hmoS²>S>mgm§JmVr AmZr {gZo_m ~amo{M Eo{Vhm{gH$ Am{Z
e¡j{UH$ Amgë`m[a _mÌ.
~mßnmJocmo AmZoHw$ hmoS²>S> K|dMmogmaH$mo JwUw åhi²`m[a
AmnUJoct gd© H$m_§ Ë`m Ë`m doimar H$mo{M© Am{Z Vt Zo_mZo
Mw¸$ZmñVZm H$mo{M©. Vmo Amå_r MoS>©dm§Zt Ho$„oë`mH${` MS>
dmMZ, coIZ, Aä`mgw H$Vm©cmo. Vm¸$m Aíer{M hmihaQ²>o
Ccm|dMmo, Jßnm _maMmo Aä`mgw Zmpíecmo. Vm¸$m Agco
H$m`©H«$_m§H$ \w$ag{V _oiZmpíecr. VmJoë`m _Zmoa§OZmMmo
Am{Z ì`m`m_mMmo E¸y${M àH$mê$ Ampíecmo. Vmo åhi²`mar
{ZË` gm§OoM| ñdÀN> hd|Vw§ {\$aM|. VmÝZo H$m_m[a AmñVmZm {ZË`
H$moQ>mªVwë`m Am°\$sgm§Vw WmdZw Jm§dXodr M_Hy$Zw `oÎmmcmo. Z§Va
Vmo {ZË` `w{Zd{g©Q>r cm`~«arH$ dÎmmcmo Am{Z naV M_Hw$Zy{M
`oÎmmcmo-hmo H«$_w 1942 Wm{` Ampíecmo. Z§Va ~oiJm§d dÎm{M
Am§Jm§Vw Ae{º$ MS> OmÎm{M _mÌ Vm¸$m ^m`a {\$ê$H$ dƒyH$
Om`Zmpíec| Var dam§S²>`mar `oìZw Mm§Q²>çmo H$mS>Vmcmo.
~mßnmJoct amOH$s` _V§ H$pñc¨ Apíect hm‚mr _m¸$m
H$ënZm Zm. gaH$mar Zm¡H$ar Am{Z ghH$mar H$m`© øm XmopÝZ¨Vw gJimo
doiw Kmc{`„mo Om„oco {Z{_Îmt amOH$s` MiditVw§ VmJocmo ^mJw
Zmpíecmo. Var amOH$s` KS>m_moS>tMmo Vmo gyú_ Aä`mgw H$Vm©cmo
Apíe {XñVm. H$maU cmoH$_mÝ` {Q>iH$mJoct "Ho$gar', "_amR>m'
Vmo KoÎmmcmo I§{` Am{Z dmƒwZw CS>`oZmñVZm OnyZw XdVm©cmo I§{`.
EH$ \$m§Vm§ nmocrg PS>VrH$ `oÎmm{V Apíe Am`Hw$Zw VmJoë`m
36

AmdgyZo Ë`m d¥ÎmnÌm§À`mo àË`mo _mi²`m[a Q´>§H$m§Vw§ {ZnmodZw Xdc}
ë`mo I§{` Apíe _Jocr Am‚mr gm§JVmcr. VmÝZo "ñdXoer'Mo
"d«V' KoÎmrc| H$s Zm åhþUw JmoÎmwZm. Omë`m[a Kam§Vw§ naXoer _mcw
Ho$XZm{` Ko{Îmcmo _Joë`m CJS>mgm§Vw§ Zm. _hmË_m Jm§YrJoë`m
gË`mJ«hm§Vw§ VmÝZo Omdmo Amå_r VmJoë`m KaÀ`m§qZ ^mJw KoZowpíecmo
Var gË`mJ«hm§Vw ^mJw Ko{Îmco nS>{~Ðr am__må_m Agë`m{df`r
Vm¸$m AmXa Am{Z ghmZw^y{V Ampíecr. Jm§YrOrJoë`m {dYm`H$
H$m`©H«$_m~Ôc {deofV… h[aOZmoÕma Am{Z J«m_moÚmoJ hm‚mo{df`r
Vm¸$m MS> AmñWm Ampíecr.
Ym{_©H$ ~m~VtVw§ VmJocr d¥Îmr _m¸$m _ñV H$mi Wm{`
H$iZopíecr. h[aOZmoÕma Am{Z J«m_moÚmoJ hm‚mo{df`r Vm¸$m
MS> AmñWm Ampíecr. dgm©H$ EH$ \§$Vm, MdVr na~oH$
JUhmo_mH$ Am{Z nyOoH$ ~píeco gmoùim[a VmÝZo Ho$XZm{` g§Ü`m,
nyOm, Onw, nmam`U, Cnmg Ho$„oc| hm§d| nio{`Zo. _Jocr _y§{O
OmÎm{M VmÝZo V| MdVrnyOoH$ ~mogM| H$m_ Wm{` _‚mo _mË`m[a
Km„oco! _Jocr Am‚mr Onw, nyOm, nmam`U, Cnmg, d«V§ dJ¡ao
H$Vm©cr Am{Z Ë`mIm{Va OmìZw VmÝZo {V¸$m Moï>m Ho$„ocmo _m¸$m
~amo CJS>mgw Amñg. Jm§dXodr X°di eo‚mma AmñgyZw VmÝZo EH$
\$m§Vm§ gwÔm§{` Ë`m X°dim§Vw dmoMw Jococo _m¸$m JmoÎmwZm. Vmo gd©
{hÝXwñWmZ^[a {\$acmo d ~hþVoH$ gd© joÌ ñWmZm§H$ dMw Jo„ocmo.
Omë`m[a VrW© `mÌm åhUy Vmo dƒZo{e„mo, Eo{Vhm{gH$, gm_m{OH$
Am{Z ghH$mar Aä`mgmImVra Vmo dmoMw Joccm°.
VmÝZo {MÌmnya gmañdV OmVrMo ~aonUmIm{Va _ñV H$m_
Ho$„|. Omë`m[a Vm¸$m OmVr^oX ng§V Zmpíecmo. Vpíe H$moZw© VmÝZo
g§`wº$ Jm¡S> gmañdV ~«m÷U EH$sH$aU n[afX|Vw§ ^mJw Ko{Îmcmo
Am{Z "Am°c B§{S>`m gmañdVm'Mo§{` H$m_ H$Vm©cm°. øm VmJoë`m
H$m_m{Z{_Îmt Vm¸$m OmVr ^m`a Km„ocmo, Var Vm¸$m AmZ§Xml_
ñdm_r Am{Z {MÌmnya _R>m~Ôc AmXa Ampíecm°.
_Jocr H$ënZm Apíe Omë`mH$s Vm¸$m A§Y_yT> Ym{_©H$
ê$T>r {df`m§Vw AmH$f©U Zmpíec|. ""gË`_²dX, Y_©_²Ma'' h|
VmJoë`m Am`wî`m§Vc| _yc VÎd Ampíec|. Omë`m[a Y_© åhi²`m[a
XodmHy$S>m§Vw, Xodim§Vw§ Ýh{` Var Vmo {ZË` OrdZm§Vw§, Ë`m {Z{_Îm
XodnyOoH${` gX²dV©Z, OZgodm hm¸$m{M Vmo MS> _hÎd {XÎmmcmo.
gX²dV©Z Zm Omë`m[a nyOm H$moZw© Cn`moJ Zm. gX²dV©Z Ampíeë`m§H$
nyOm H$moMt JaO{M Zm Apíe VmJoë`m OrdZmdoë`mZo {XñVm. Var
VmJoë`m Am`wî`mM| H$S>oaMo Mm[a dgmªVw§ _Joë`m Am‚moH$ Am§Jm§Vw§
Omoê$ ~a| Zm Om„| Ë`m doim[a {V¸$m _ZmH$ g_mYmZ Om§dH$m åhwUw
{ZË` {V¸$m JrV|Vwco ícmoH$ dmƒyZw gm§JVmcmo. Vmìd{i _m¸$m
H$i²i| H$s¨ VmÝZo dmMMo§ JrVm nwñVH$ Zd| Ýh{`{ec|. V| AJXr
nmoZ] Ampíec|. dmnmoaZw§ dmnmoaZw Vm‚mt nmZ§ Wm{` qdJS> Om„|ct!
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H°$Zam gmañdV Agmo{gEeZcm e§^a dfo© nyU© hmoVmV
ho EoH$c§ Am{U H$mhr OwÝ`m AmR>dUr COiyZ {ZKmë`m.
H$më`m©cm MmVw_m©gmÀ`m {Z{_ÎmmZo XmoZ _{hZo am{hcmo hmoVmo.
Ë`m XmoZ _{hÝ`mV AZoH$ OwÝ`m {_Ìm§Zm ^oQ>m`Mm `moJ Amcm.
H$mhr jU OwÝ`m AmR>dUtÀ`m JXuV hadyZ Joco. JmoH$U© JwéZmW
_m_m§Zr Ë`m AmR>dUr H$mJXmda CVadÊ`mg gm§{JVc§. Zmhr
H$g§ åhUUma? AIoa Amåhmcm EH$M g_rH$aU _mhrV Amho.
Vmc_H$sdmS>r = H°$Zoam gmañdV Agmo{gEeZ Am{U hm H$m`Xm
H$m°å`wQ>o{Q>ìh Amho. Vm. dm.= H°$. gm. A. {chm AWdm H°$. gm.
A. = Vm. dm. {chm XmoÝhr EH$M.
AmR> dfmªnydu dmS>rcm ^oQ> {Xcr. dmS>r ^`mZH$
~Xccocr AmT>icr. ^`mZH$ hm A{Ve`moº$s ì`º$ H$aUmam
eãX Zmhr`. IamoIa ^`mZH$ ~Xccr Amho. Z AmoiIy
`oÊ`mBVH$s. _r dmS>r 1964 gmcr gmoS>cr. Am{U WoQ>
Jmoì`mV `oD$Z W~H$cmo. _w§~B©cm Om`Mmo. dmS>rVhr Om`Mmo.
na§Vw AJXr {Z`{_VnUo Zìho.
_cm H$moUr {dMmac§, _mPm OÝ_ Hw$R>§ Pmcm? gai
gm§JVmo, "Am` E_ ~m°Z© EÊS> ~«m°Q> An BZ Vmc_H$s dmS>r.
dmS>rVrc nhmQ> ìhm`Mr Vr Amao {_ëH$ H$m°cZrÀ`m ~mQ>ë`m§À`m
AmdmOmZ§. {Xdg _mdim`Mm Vmo Jwa»`mÀ`m _¡XmZmeoOmar
XUmUyZ dmOdcoë`m Xhm-AH$am§À`m K§Q>mZmXmZo. AmVm Vgo ZmX
hmoVmV H$s Zmhr Vo _mhrV Zmhr. _Ü` amÌr {ZÐoVyZ OmJ Amcr Va
Jwa»`mÀ`m nwT>rc K§Q>mZmXmÀ`m ñdamn`ªV OmJ Cacr Va {H$Vr
dmOco Vo H$im`M§. Ë`m ZmXmVhr EH$ c` Agm`Mr. XmoZ XmoZ
ZmX OmoS>rZo ìhm`Mo. ~mam dmOVm ghm OmoS>çm. AH$am dmOVm
Xhm OmoS>çm A{YH$ EH$. Ë`mVhr EH$ g§JrV OmUdm`M§.
gH$mir \w$cdmë`m§À`m gmXoZ§ Amg_§V gwJ§YrV ìhm`Mm.
OmB©, M_ocr, eod§Vr - Ë`m§Mo JOao. Ë`mH$mir OwZm ~yQ>§ ZoUmao
^§Jmadmcohr `m`Mo- "Zm-~yQ>' Ë`m§À`m gmXoVrc gwédmVrMm
"Ow'H$Yr EoH$cmM Zmhr. ^mOrdmcr `m`Mr. JwéàgmX Odirc
Mm¡H$mV ~gm`Mr. H$Yr H$Yr dahr `m`Mr. _cm AmR>dV§,
_mPr dS>rc ^md§S> _cm Zoh_rM {MS>dm`Mr, _cm Ë`m
^mOrdmcrH$Sy>Z {dH$V KoVcm`. gwédmVrÀ`m H$mimV Ia§hr
dmQ>c§ hmoV§ hr JmoîQ> doJir!
dmS>r Ë`m H$mir _moH$ir dmQ>cr hmoVr. AcrH$S>M§ {VM§
ñdê$n EH$ àH$mao JwX_ê$Z Q>mH$ë`m gmaI§ dmQy> cmJc§`. AWm©V
hm d¡`{º$H$ eoam Amho. dmS>r VrM Cacr`o. Ho$di {VMo añVo
Am{U _moH$ir nQ>m§JU nm{Hª$J ñQ>m°cÀ`m Z§~am§Zr JO~Ococr
dmQ>VmV.
Kanara Saraswat

dmS>rVco Ioihr EImÚm eoS>çwcn«_mUo Mmcm`Mo. emco`
OrdZmMr gwédmV nmdgmù`mV ìhm`Mr. Ë`mdoir H$mir
nm°cr_aMr [a¨JU§ cmoI§S>r gù`m§Zr TH$cyZ {\$a{dV Ý`m`Mr
EH$ Ioir hmoVr. Ë`mZ§Va JmoQ>`m, VrZ Jëë`m H$ê$Z Ioim`À`m.
¹${MVM {H$Vr {H$Vr hm nmR>rda MTy>Z Ioim`Mm Ioi. H$Yr
gmIir Yê$Z nH$S>m nH$S>r, Mmoa {enmB©, Am`gnm`g, nmD$g
g§ncm H$s AmQ>çmnmQ>çm, {H«$Ho$Q> (Q>o{Zg ~m°c), _moR>r _mUg§
ìhm°cr ~m°c Ioim`Mr. AmZ§Xml_ hm°c_Ü`o Q>o~c Q>o{Zg,
H°$a_, Mog Agm`M§. ho Ioi IoiU§ Pmc§ Zmhr. Ë`mgmR>r H°$Zam
gmañdV Agmo{gEeZM§ g^mgX hmoU§ JaOoM§ hmoV§. H$m H$moU
OmUo, Vo KS>c§ Zmhr. Ho$. Eg. E. Mm _|~a Pmcmo, Vmohr AmOrd,
Jmoì`mV ñWm{`H$ Pmë`mZ§Va.
Vmc_H$sdmS>rVrc OrdZ Ho$. Eg. E. Am{U H$mhr na§namJV
g§ñWm§À`m H$m`©H«$_m§er{ZJS>rV Agm`M§. Ë`mVrc AmR>dUrV
amhUmè`m KQ>Zm åhUOo lmdUmVrc OÝ_mîQ>_rMm "CËgd',
Am{œZmVrc Xrnmdcr, \$mëJwZmVrc hmoir, M¡ÌmVrc am_Zd_r,
{hdmù`mVrc {nH${ZH$ Am{U CÝhmù`mVrc Am_À`m AZoH$
{H«$Ho$Q> _°Mog dJ¡ao!
AmR>dVmV lr ~ocV§JS>r XÎm_m_m, H$maH$i
^dmZre§H$a_m_m, _mPo MwcVo, JÊmoe~mßnm, ~ocV§JS>rcú_r
A¸$m, Ama§JS>r _wacr_m_m-øm§Zr OÝ_mîQ_rMm CËgd
JmOdcm. _mPo ~§Yy, am_Xmg XmXm Am{U Jwé XÎm AÊUmhr
Ë`mV Agm`Mo. EH$ XoIrc amÌ Amåhr MwH$drV Zgy. Ë`mVrc
H$mhr _moOH$s JmUr AmR>dVmV. Or JmUr gwê$ Pmcr H$s
~mhoa IoiUmar Amåhr gd© _wco AmV O_V Agy- Am{U _wº$
H§$R>mZo Ë`mV ^mJ KoV Agy-""hiyhiy Mmcmdo, gmdù`mcm
^oQ>mdo,'' ho JmU§ AOyZhr AmR>dV§. Aer ~arM JmUr hmoVr.
JmonmiH$më`mÀ`m AmXë`m amÌr Xhr, cmoUr ImÊ`mgmR>r
Am_Mr Pw§~S> CS>m`Mr. JmonmiH$më`mÀ`m {Xder ImaH$m,
~Xm_ {_idm`cm JXu ìhm`Mr. AcrH$S>o Vo hmoV§ H$s Zmhr Vo
_mhrV Zmhr.
am_Zd_rcm XÎm_§{Xamg_moarc Mm¡H$mV H$sV©Z ìhm`Mr.
Vmo CËgdhr _ZmnmgyZ AmdS>m`Mm. {JarOm~mB© Zmamdr,
EM. e§H$aamd, ZmJmZ§X JwcdmS>r dJ¡ao H$mhr Amnco AmdS>Vo
H$sV©ZH$ma Ë`mMr AmR>dU AmOhr `oVo.
H°$Zam gmañdV Agmo{gEeZMm Xrndmcr CËgd hm Va
dmS>rVrc gdm©V _moR>m CËgd. Ë`mV H$m` Zgm`M§? ñnmoQ>©²g,
e`©Vr, Q>J-Am°\$-dm°a, ìhm°cr~m°c _°Mog, H°$a_, Q>o~cQ>o{Zg
Qw>Zm©_|Q²>g, ZmQ>H$, g§JrV, Jm`ZmÀ`m ñnYm©, gw_Z ho_mS>r
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(Z§Va gw_Z H$ë`mUnya) ømhr Ë`m ñnY}V Jm`ë`m hmoË`mVo AmR>dV§. Q>o~c Q>o{ZgÀ`m àXe©Z _°Mog ìhm`À`m. CÎm_
M§XamUm, `{VZ ì`mg, Ho$. ZmJamO dJ¡a|Mo Ioi nm{hcoco
AmR>dVmV. Vo Ë`m H$miMo amîQ´>r` M°pån`Z hmoVo. ~{jg
{dVaUmcm AZoH$ _mÝ`dam§Zm nmøcoc§ AmR>dV§. {eS>uÀ`m
gmB©~m~m \o$_ (Ë`mdoiMo) XÎmmon§V Am§J«o Amcoco AmR>dVmV.
JmonmiH$më`mcm X{hh§S>rMo H$m`©H«$_ AmR>dVmV. AZoH$
Q>moù`m dmOV JmOV Amcoë`m ZOaog_moa PiH$VmV.
gañdVr dm° c § Q > r Ag© - A° Ê S> ñdpñVH$ crJ AmR> d V§ .
Ë`m§ M § Eåã`w c Zg AmR> d V§ . Ë`mMr J° a o O Am{U \$ñQ© ES> M r gw ì `dñWm. EH$Xm _rhr EH$m \$mo S > © {à\o $ ŠQ> Q> ° Š grcm
AmXiy Z nS> c mo . dg§ V Jmo H $U© Z r _cm CMcy Z J° a o O _Ü`o
Zo D $Z OI_o d a _Š`w a mo H « $ mo _ cmdc§ . _r gm§ J V hmo V mo H$s
_cm H$mhr Pmc§ Zmhr. Var Hw $ Ur Eo H $c§ Zmhr. \$ñQ© ES² > M m
gmo n ñH$ma H$ê$ZM ¿`mdm cmJcm. Vo ì hT> r M Z§ ~ a gmV
{~ëS> t J nmgy Z J° a o O n`ª V EH$ {_adUyH$ KS>dyZ KoVcr.
AmR>dVmV Vo Jmonmi_m_m, _§Ooœa _m_m, H$ëhB©dmcm,
_mir, {dÇ>c ßc>§~a, hm°c_Ü`o H$mhr H$m`©H«$_ Agë`mg dmS>r^a
{\$ê$Z gdmªZm ~mocmdUmam K§Q>mZmX, dmS>rÀ`m _w»`ÛmameoOmar
Agcocm \$cH$, Ë`mdarc gyMZm! Vmc_H$sdmS>r hr EH$
H$m°cZr AWdm dgmhV Zmhr`. Vo EH$ Hw$Qw>§~ Amho. Am{U øm

Hw$Qw>§~mcm ApñVËd XoUma§, nS>Úm_mJo H$m_ H$aUma§ H°$Zam gmañdV
Agmo{gEeZ Ë`mM§ öX` Amho. Ë`mÀ`m ñn§XZmÀ`m c`oda dmS>r
MmcVo. àË`j g^mgX Zgcmo Var _cm naHo$nU dmQ>c§ Zmhr.
hr e§^amda df} d`mMr åhmVmar AOyZhr VéU Agmdr Ag§
dmQ>V§. Ac~V, dmS>rMr KmQ>Ur AcrH$S>o ~Xccr Agoc.
H$Xm{MV {VMr Vr OwZr AmnconUmMr AmoiI ZdIr Pmcr
Agoc, na§Vw {VMm AmË_m ~Xccocm Zgoc, Aer Amem Amho.
_w§~B©cm Om`M§`. dmS>rV Om`M§`. {VÀ`m Zì`m ApñVÎdmMm
emoY ¿`m`Mm Amho.
_r ~mcH$d¥§X Zg©ar Am{U àm`_ar emioMm {dÚmWu. {VWë`m
{Q>„ÿ ~mB©, {e~mS>~mB©, H$emiH$a ~mB©, Yw_o ~mB©, emaXmVmB©,
gwcmoMZm VmB©, H$m§~io ~mB©, Am‚mr gmè`m AmR>dVmV. Ë`m AmVm
ZmhrV. na§Vw Ë`m§À`m AmR>dUrhr dmS>rerM {ZJS>rV AmhoV.
dmS>r åhQ>c§ H$s ho gma§M AmR>dV§.
H$më`m©cm gmè`m§er ~mocVm ~mocVm gma§ AmR>dc§ Am{U
AMmZH$ chmZ Pmë`mgmaI§ dmQ>c§. Vo H$mi§ MmH$ KoD$Z
nimd§g dmQ>c§. JmoQ>çm§Zr Ioimd§g§ dmQ>c§. {H«$Ho$Q> Ioimd§g
dmQ>c§. H$sV©Z EoH$mdg§ dmQ>c§ Am{U nwÝhm EH$Xm AmZ§Xml_
hm°c_Ü`o OmD$Z AmoaSy>Z åhUmd§g dmQ>c§,
`m `m hmo nm§Sw>a§JmMo nm` nmhÿ Mcm,
AmXrZmam`U nyU© H¥$noZo H$ê$ `m... h„m!''

Catering in Pune
Professsional Services
OUTDOOR AND INSTITUTIONAL
CATERING SERVICES
Veg And Non-veg Food For All Occasions
Authentic Amchi, Maharashtrian, Chinese, Continental, Dum Biryanis,
Barbeque And All Fast Food Items
Contact:

Yatin Ubhayakar
9850811642
Sangeeta Ubhayakar
9850993532
		
020 -25422421
Radhika Ubhayakar
020- 25465650
Email:
ubhayakar_yatin@yahoo.com
Address:
Flat No.5 Siddhi Bldg., Bhaktiyog Society,
Paud Road, Pune 411038
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‘SVC Bank –A Voyage through A Hundred Years’
Book Review by Savitri Babulkar

Author – R. V. Nadkarni
Publishers – Indian Society for Studies in Co-operation, Pune.
Price – Rs. 300/-

The ISSC made the perfect choice when they
assigned the authorship of the book to Ramesh
V Nadkarni. As grandson of the legendary Rao
Bahadur S. S Talmaki, he was brought up and trained
under his care. And as a one-time Professor at the
Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Co-operative
Management he has the vast knowledge and
experience needed for handling the subject.
Having launched the Bank on its ‘Voyage’, Mr.
Nadkarni continues the metaphor in this highly
readable book, right from ‘Setting Sail’ up to
‘Surging to the Centenary Haven’. The SVC Bank
has undoubtedly been an exemplary pioneer to cooperative banks that have provided crucial stepping
stones in the Middle-Class Man’s painstaking journey
to success.
The author traces the inspiring life of ‘Shamrao
Vithal’, whose name the bank carries. Born in 1842
in Murdeshwar, he studied in a vernacular school
in Honavar; simultaneously learning English from a
private tutor. Beginning as a clerk in the Revenue
Department, he rose to be a pleader in the Bombay
High Court. Despite his limited means, he reached out
to young Chitrapur Saraswats from the Kanaras who
sought education in Bombay. Initially accommodating
them in his own house, he later started the Kanara
Club to provide them with boarding and lodging.
Thereafter, he started the Chitrapur Club, to bind the
Saraswats together and “develop a community spirit.”
His undertook a comprehensive census of the
community in 1896. Besides promoting social reforms,
he was a patron of art and music; and a scholar with
mastery in Kannada, English and Sanskrit, and a
knowledge of Marathi, Gujarati, Persian, Tamil,
Telugu and Malayalam. His charity was phenomenal
– he helped every deserving cause, even outside the
Kanara Saraswat

community. Unfortunately, plague carried him away
in 1905. But Shamrao’s dreams did not die with him.
For young Talmaki followed in his footsteps.
Shripad Subrao Talmaki, born at Honavar in
1868, started his schooling in Honavar, Kumta and
Karwar before he finally landed in Bombay for his
matriculation. He was inspired by Shamrao while
working on the census. Like Shamrao, he quickly rose
to be an Assistant Shirestedar (Kannada Branch) at
the Bombay High Court. Having sold her ornaments
to buy him an education, his mother set him a shining
example. Helping poor Chitrapur Saraswat students
thus became Talmaki’s sole mission in life.
His attempt to start a scholarship fund was doomed
to failure. For Saraswat residents of Bombay were
obliged to send part of their earnings ‘back home’
to their families who were driven into indebtedness
by expenditure on higher education, marriages and
other ceremonies.
The Co-operative Credit Societies Act of 1904
opened new doors to promote thrift and provide
credit to deserving students to further their careers.
Undeterred by the risk factor, Shripadrao began
drafting the byelaws. Though volunteers were few,
Shripadrao refused to give up. He roped in Kundapur
Anandrao, a successful businessman from Hubli.
And Anandrao’s entry encouraged other members.
The application was submitted. Thus was born the
Shamrao Vithal Urban Co-operative Credit Society,
registered in December 1906. It brought new hope
to the ‘small, scattered and comparatively poor
community.’
The Society ‘set sail’ with the elected Chairman,
K. Anandrao at the helm. It was located (rent-free)
at Anandrao’s office premises at Fort, Bombay.
Although the Co-operative Principle advocated
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‘open membership’, Section3 [1] permitted ‘members
of the same tribe, class or caste’ with ‘mutual
knowledge and sympathy’ to form a society. Shares,
priced at Rs 25/-, were payable in instalments of Rs.
2/-. Only members were entitled to loans, with a
7-member Committee elected annually.
Commencement meant ‘exploration, innovation
and experimentation’. Office premises being rent-free,
and office-bearers having waived their honorarium,
expenses were low. The new Managing Committee
included Anandrao, his son, Sanjivrao, Shripadrao
and Sumitr Hattangdi among others. The accounting
year being extended from April-March to July-June,
the members rose to120. The Society advanced 25
loans amounting to Rs. 1805/-. The General Body
magnanimously accepted a dividend at 4.75 %
instead of 6 %, for theirs was a nobler objective and
greater vision than mere profit-making.
With increasing membership from the Kanaras,
branches were opened at places like, Honavar,
Karwar, Kumta, Hubli and Mangalore. Local leaders
on the managing committees meant better scrutiny of
loan applications and credit-worthiness. Cumulative
and Fixed Deposits were introduced to encourage
thrift. With ‘loan deposits’ from a Karwar merchant,
‘borrowings’ from non-members was sanctioned by
the Registrar. Dividend was ploughed back into
the Society, strengthening its capital base – for the
ultimate objective was ‘the economic emancipation’
of the community. Assistance was provided through
Short Loans, Group Loans, Mortgage Loans, etc.
The Registrar lauded ‘the sheer intrinsic worth’ of
the Society and the unpaid, dedicated men behind
its meteoric success.
Shripadrao’s consumer-goods-store idea failed
from inabily to compete with the local ‘danewalas’
who offered sales-on-credit and free-home-delivery.
However, the first Co-operative Housing Society in
the country was registered in March 1915 in Gamdevi
by this fearless Pioneer. Shripadrao next started an
Education Fund for youngsters seeking technical
education.
The World Wars brought storms and depression.
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With the banking crisis, ‘public confidence …. was
rudely shaken’, leading to large-scale withdrawals,
salary cuts and loss of employment.. Trade slackened.
There was an appeal for a Distress Relief Fund (1931)
to help the less fortunate. The Silver Jubilee was a
quiet affair. Things worsened with India becoming
the base for the Eastern Theatre of War. Their ethics
alone urged the borrowing members to honour their
commitments.
The ‘Society’ became ‘The SVC Bank’ in1923.
During that year, the Education Fund, started in
1912, was separated from the Bank and The Saraswat
Education and Provident Society was formed as a Cooperative Society. More spacious accommodation was
acquired and the Head Office of the Bank was shifted
from Gamdevi to Anandashram in 1938. Despite
the Civil-Disobedience and Quit-India Movements,
the Committee managed to steer it clear of troubled
waters.
Post-war years brought problems of demobilization,
price-rise and economic depression. The bank
encouraged small industries. Deposits increased.
Managing Committee members, engaged in trade
and industries, switched over to SVC. This loaning
increased the Bank’s prospects. Unfortunately,
irregularities led to the closure of the Honavar
branch. But branches were opened in the Bombay
suburbs of Santacruz (1923) and Matunga (1949).
‘B’ class members were given loans against tangible
security of gold/silver ornaments. In 1955 nonSaraswats were given full membership rights.
The Golden Jubilee function was low profile. Due
to heavy losses in 1956 no dividends were paid up
during the two following years: and the profits were
used up to wipe out the earlier loss. New branches
came up in Bandra and Sleater Road.
Like the Government Small Savings Schemes, the
Bank started ‘Thrift’ deposits and the ‘Minor’s’ Saving
Deposits. The Banking Laws Act (1965) brought
the Bank under the control of the Reserve Bank.
Consequently, deposits crossed the one-crore mark
during the Diamond Jubilee. From loans for ‘Better
Living’ (medical treatment, education, housing, etc),
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‘Better Business’ and ‘Better Production’ the bank
moved to larger industrial enterprises. The public
then feared that the Bank had lost sight of its original
goals. To dispel such misgivings, the Bank patronized
the ‘small man’ like the barber and the sugarcanejuice seller. In addition, came the ‘Staff Welfare Fund’
and the ‘Employees’ Benevolent Fund’
With computerization and internet working,
came QuickEST, Bank@call and Bank@cell. And
other schemes like ‘Good Homz’, ‘Hello Doctor’,
‘Vidya Sahaya’ etc. The centenary year showed a
record growth of Rs.403.24 in advances. The Legal
and Recovery Department was set up to control
overdues. In-service training enriched the prospects
of the Bank.
The Bank adopted ‘For Personalized Service’ as its
motto. And it deservedly won ‘The Best Urban Cooperative Bank in the Mumbai Region’ award (19981999) from the Maharashtra State Co-operative
Banks’ Association. A worthy port of call.
The author has thoughtfully added useful
appendices that highlight the role of the staff who

have contributed to the growth and development
of the Bank. The excerpts from selected speeches
at General Body Meetings will be of great benefit
to students of co-operative studies in the field of
banking.
The resolution of the Bank employees (2002) that
they will not “undermine the values cherished by
the founder members” are a tribute to Rao Bahadur
Talmaki, that giant among men
<<<<<>>>>>
* Drawings/ Sketches/ Cartoon strips and of

course stories/poems from children are welcome.
The stories can be upto 300 words long.
* We wish to make a section giving articles/poems
from our youths. Please send in your contributions
- These can be 600 words long.
* For the Seniors we are starting a special section
“Down Memory Lane”. Please pen the incidents/
anecdotes you’d like to share with our readers.
Make it about 300 words long in English/ Marathi
or Hindi.

With Best Compliments from:

Triton

Valves

Limited

TS 16949 Certified Company

Leading Manufacturers & Exporters of
Automobile Tyre Tube Valves,Valve Cores and Accessories
Registered Office:

Factory :

Sunrise Chambers, 22, Ulsoor Road, Bangalore - 560 042

Mercara Road, Belavadi,
Mysore-570 018.

Telephone: 25588965/66/68
Fax: (91) 080 2558 6483
E mail : info@tritonvalves.com

Telephone: 2402411/75/76
Fax: (91) 0821-2402729
E mail: works@tritonvalves.com
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Delhi :
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101, D.R. Chambers, 1st Floor, 12/56, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005.
Phone: 2352 1639, 2352 1694, 4154 5570 • : 4154 5571
E-mail: anitamedicaldelhi@yahoo.in
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Umesh Murdeshwar passes away
Kamaal Bijur and Vasant Kalbag
Umesh Murdeswhar passed away peacefully at 3
am on 18th October, 2010. It is a grievous loss to his
innumerable friends, relatives and acquaintances.
Umesh was a popular member in a close circle
of friends living in our favorite hill- top area:
Saraswatpur, Dharwad, a town known for its
salubrious climate. People from this place were so
amazingly healthy that doctors who came down to
practice there, had to leave Dharwad within three or
four months when they found no patients to treat!
Our friendship started when we were studying
at Basel Mission High School, Dharwad. An
unforgettable incident took place in the year 1942
when we were in High School. Our school was
celebrating the Annual Sports Events which included
Badminton tournaments in which Umesh and Vasant
Kalbag participated as partners. As expected, they
won all preliminary rounds and reached the Finals.
Their opponents in the Finals were not only Bhanaps
but also close friends of ours.– Anand G Kalyanpurkar
and Suresh Taggarsi. This very Anand Kalyanpurkar
subsequently carved himself a name as an All India
Champion in Mixed Doubles.
The Finals were scheduled for a particular morning.
Umesh and Vasant played two sets of matches against
Anand Kalyanpurkar and Suresh Taggarsi. There was
tough competition in both sets. The first set was won
by Umesh and Vasant and the second was won by
the opponents. So it ended up in a set all. The third
and Final set, scheduled to be played in the morning
itself, was unexpectedly postponed. Our Headmaster,
a great badminton enthusiast, had obviously enjoyed
the two sets. He decided that tournament would
attract a greater number of spectators if the Final
was declared as an Exhibition Match and played at
5.30 pm.
Umesh who had gone for lunch, was expected to
return at 5.30 p.m. Everyone was on tenterhooks,
desperately waiting for Umesh to arrive. We waited
and waited but Umesh never did turn up. Vasant had
no choice but to give a walkover to his opponents,
Kanara Saraswat

which he did.
On returning home that evening it was discovered
that Umesh had suddenly and unexpectedly, lost
his eyesight – and had to be rushed to Bombay for
emergency treatment.
Within the close circle of friends, Umesh and the
two of us were constantly in touch for over the last
fifty-plus years after we came to Bombay in 19481949. During these years we invariably gathered
at the National Leo Stores at Talmakiwadi. This
strategic location of his shop had become a ‘Nukkad’
for Bhanaps living in or visiting Talmakiwadi. It
became a Bhanap Info Counter where Umesh gained
a lot of friends, Bhanap and non-Bhanap alike.
Shri G.P. Murdeshwar, a well-known advocate,
was one of the founder members of the Cooperative
Housing Society, together with Rao Bahadur S.
S. Talmaki. They started the Saraswat Co-op
Hsg Society in Gamdevi - the very first Co-op
Housing Society in all Asia. After the death of G. P.
Murdeshwar, his son Umesh became Hon. Secretary
of the Society and remained in that position till
his death. Due to this, he had become an expert
in Co-opertative Housing Society matters and was
often consulted by many secretaries of other Bhanap
Co-operative Housing Societies. Inspite of his failing
health, he continued to toil for the Society.
Umesh was also a prominent member on the
Managing Committee of the Kanara Saraswat
Association. And being an ardent devotee of the Shri
Chitrapur Math and the holy Guru Parampara, he was
attached to the Grant Road Local Sabha He became
a hub of Bhanap society and a walking encyclopedia
of all happenings in the Community. Extremely caring
and generous by nature, Umesh often permitted his
less fortunate friends to share his accommodation.
It was ironical that Destiny dealt him a cruel blow
in his youth, suddenly cutting short what would
otherwise have been a highly successful career both
in sports and academics.
All those who were close to Umesh will sorely

Vol. 91, No.12, December 2010

45

miss his presence; and the void he has left behind
will never be filled.
May God give him Eternal Peace!
*******
During the last two years, Umesh’s health was showing
signs of deterioration. Being single, there was no close
relative to take care of him. His kindly neighbours
offered ready help when needed. Later, when his
generous friend Gurudutt Kadle realized the gravity
of his condition, he immediately shifted Umesh to his
residence at Wadala. Gurudutt’s family nursed him with
the same care as one’s own family would have done.
During his stay with Kadles, Umesh was hospitalized
several times. We truly appreciate the dedicated and
selfless service rendered by Gurudutt and his family.

The real wealth of a man, it is said, is measured
by the number of smiles he wins from people, during
his lifetime.
One of those rare smile winning individuals
was Umesh Ganesh Murdeshwar. Such was his
tremendous fervour and enthusiasm for friendliness
that he may have not been far away from the million
mark! His mother Sumatimami , since his school days
had nicknamed him “Jaganmitra”.
Ever ready to give a helping hand to others and
yet, always self-effacing and modest about receiving
even a formal “thank you”, was Umesh.
One more endearing trait of his, was that rare
sense of humour in forming funny acronyms. Once,
when one of his friends going abroad came to see
him, Umesh said, “Oh, so you will soon be a F.R.C.S.”
“What are you talking Umesh, me F.R.C.S? Umesh
smilingly elaborated “Foreign Returned Chitrapur
Saraswat!”
In a similar lighter vein he used to make fun of
my bathroom singing and would call me ‘Songster’,
intending to give a double meaning due to my
weakness for “Batatya Song”.
Once a week, in the evening, his close friends used
to come to the Leo Stores in Talmakiwadi for a chat.
Umesh used to solve the entire CRYPTIC CLUE
CROSSWORD of the Times of India! No wonder,
he had a First class career throughout his school and
college days; though tragically, his academic career
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was cut short in its prime due to a mishap to his retina.
We generally tend to associate greatness with
Headliners only. But Umesh almost dedicated his
life for the good of others; and all this without even
being aware of it in the least. He was good to others
for the sake of goodness. He succeeded in striking
the innermost chord in the hearts of people he met.
It is here that he dons the cap of greatness, we feel.
Tribute to such a wonderful person should be
paid with zest and exuberance. For, it is a tribute to
his exulting, lively cordiality and a very affectionate
disposition.
Passing away, Harindranath Chatopadhyay once
said is just walking into another room. Who knows,
tomorrow Mr. Naik may say “Umesh udhya aaplyala
Audit report finalize karayche aahe”
Yes indeed, it is very difficult not to miss him!
By Eknath Vinekar

<<<<<>>>>>

Shri Murlidhar Shivrao Bagade,
aged 82 years, from Guruprasad Society
Vile Parle (East) Mumbai, left for his
heavenly abode on 17 October, 2010.
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Shri Chitrapur Math now on the banks of the River Ganga
at Rajaghat, Kashi
- Compiled by Nitin R. Gokarn
Nitin Ramesh Gokarn, IAS (1990 batch) is currently the Joint Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways,
Transport Bhavan, Govt. of India.
In the past he has held charge as the Divisional Commissioner Varanasi, Additional charges of Divisional Commissioner
Azamgarh, Chairman Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Trust; Vice Chancellor MG Kashi Vidyapeeth University, Vice
Chancellor VBS Poorvanchal University, Secretary cum Director Information and Public Relations Department, Govt.
of U.P. and Collector and District Magistrate Varanasi.

It gives great joy to announce the acquisition of a
three storied property in Varanasi by our Math from
the “Ganesh Mandir and Annapurna Chatra Varanasi
Endowment Trust” belonging to the historical Peshwa
family of Pune, located right on the holy banks of
the River Ganga. It has been a long wait for our
community - spanning over a Century- for this
momentous event to take place and for the Chitrapur
Saraswats to have their own Math established in the
holy city of Kashi.
1. Shri Chitrapur Math and links with Kashi
since the beginning
Shri Chitrapur Math established in 1708 celebrated
the Tercentenary year in 2008. We as Chitrapur
Saraswats are all familiar with the circumstances that
led to the establishment of our beloved Math. Our
Ancestors faced a predicament when being accused
of not being Brahmins and not having any spiritual
leader or Guru and therefore not worthy of court
patronage by the Nagar (Bednur) kingdom of Basava.
The elders from Bankikodla and Gokarn gathered
at the temple of Lord Mahabaleshwar and fasted
there for the whole day. The next day the elders saw
a Sanyasi from Kashmir coming to Kotiteertha from
the side of River Gangavalli. The elders implored Him
to be their religious head and bless them. Accepting
this He replied “I too have been intimated by God
Bhavanishankara in a dream that I should emancipate
you from your difficulties. May your request be
fulfilled”[1]. He was then taken to a place opposite
the Patta Vinayak or Batta Ganapati temple, which
was His first abode and is known as the “Toggu Math”
Kanara Saraswat

before being taken to the Bandikeri Umamaheshwar
temple, now the Bandikeri Math. The “Toggu
Math” presently houses the Vigraha of Shri Kashi
Vishweshwara. An idol of Lord Bhavanishankara
brought by Parijnanashrama Swamiji is with our
Math and it is possible that He brought this idol
from Kashi. Tradition has that our first Guru came to
Gokarn from Kashi through Gangavalli based upon
a document dated 1720 AD addressed to Harite
Krishnayya Sanubhaga – “Kasiyinda Gokarnakke
Sri Parijnanashrama Sripadangalavaru terali banda
sammanda”[2].
2. Kashi and the Konkani Saraswats
Kashi- or the city of Light is Lord Shiva’s city and
is one of the oldest living cities in the world dating
more than 3,500 years. It is the only Jyotirlinga on
the Ganga. On the ancient character of Benares,
Mark Twain has famously written, “Benares is older
than history, older than tradition, older than even
legend, and looks twice as old as all of them put
together”. Kashi is one of the few places where the
Ganga is “Uttara vahini” or North flowing against her
general trend of flowing initially South till she enters
the plains from the Himalayas and then Eastwards
towards the Bay of Bengal. At Kashi the Ganga is
in the shape of “ardha chandraakar” or half moon
crescent depicted on Lord Shiva’s “Jata”. This sacred
place has throughout been a Centre of learning and
a place for liberation having over the ages attracted
Sages from Acharya Veda Vyas, Buddha, Mahavira,
Adi Shankara, Ramananda, Kabir, Goswami Tulsidas,
Kinnarrama Baba, Chaitanya, Tailang Swamiji,
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Ramakrishna and great scholars who came here to
study the Vedas.
The Konkani Saraswats have had a long standing
linkage with Kashi. During 1539-1542, the Kashi
Math was founded here by H.H. Yadavendra Swamiji.
The Kavle Math here was established in 1630 while
the Gokarn Parthagali Math was built near the
Bindu Madhav temple around 1650 in Kashi. All the
three Maths are located near one another adjoining
the Panchganga Ghat, one of the panchteerthas of
Kashi. Kashi is rightfully India’s Cultural capital as
all communities across the country have established
their Maths over the centuries and the average
knowledgable Benarasi is able to tell you where your
Math is located in Kashi when you inform him which
community you belong to. While visiting these three
Maths it struck me that while all the other three
Saraswat communities from Kanara had their Maths
and a long standing association of their community
with Kashi, we as Chitrapur Saraswats did not have
a presence within Kashi, although as Saraswats, our
ancestral links with Kashi are also centuries old and
certainly from the time of our first Guru. Our first
Guru H.H. Parijnanashram Swamiji-I as also H.H.
Pandurangashram Swamiji, H.H. Anandashram
Swamiji, H.H. Parijnanashram Swamiji –III and our
present H.H. Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji have
spent considerable time in Kashi.
3. Our Swamijis and efforts in the 1930’s to
establish a Math at Kashi
In 1887, H.H. Pandurangashram Swamiji
undertook a visit to Kashi and the other pilgrimage
places of Prayag and Gaya (Tristhali yatra) in the
North. When a request was made to Him by the
community to postpone what was in those times an
arduous journey, He is remarked to have stated “We
are undertaking this pilgrimage because of an inner
call from the Almighty”[3]. Swamiji started the Kashi
yatra on 23rd October 1887 travelling by Palki upto
Haveri and joined en route at Sirsi by Bhau Bhat
Vaze of Kashi and Mahadev Prasad Prayagwala of
Naini, Prayag. Arriving at Prayag by train Swamiji
stayed at Niranjan Akhada and had a dip in the holy
Ganga, performed puja at Triveni Sangam, darshan
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of Lord Someshwar and Pravritti Devata and visit
to the Akshaya Vata. Swamiji then visited Kashi
staying at Narada Ghat and held two Conferences at
Kashi which were on Panini shastra, Nyaya shastra,
Mimamsa shastra and Sharirika Mimamsa. This was
attended by scholars from Kolkata, Nepal, Jammu,
Kashmir and Darbhanga who were impressed by
Swamiji’s knowledge of the Shrutis [4] and command
over Sanskrit. In Kashi, Swamiji had bathed at
Chakra Tirtha (Manikarnika Ghat), and offered
Shatarudra and Bilvarachana at Vishwanath temple
and Santarpana seva at Annapurna temple. Swamiji
also undertook the strenuous 45 mile Panchkosi yatra
on foot, a journey that even today is done by foot
in five days. Dr. Gopal Hattiangadi in “Pandurang
Pandurang” [5] mentions that “Pandurangashram
Swamiji was so attracted by the sanctity of Kashi that
He even thought of establishing a Math on the banks of
the river.”
The links between Shri Chitrapur Math and Kashi
grew stronger during H.H. Anandashram Swamiji’s
period with a desire for having our own Math in
Kashi to accommodate our pilgrims and sending our
Vaidiks there for higher studies. The Mahasabha of
1932 and its Standing Committee under President H.
Shankar Rao (1932-1947) took a decision to award
Scholarships to Vaidiks for Higher studies at Benares[6].
The Chitrapur Saraswats residing in Benares found
difficulty in accommodating pilgrims from Kanara and
they started a movement in October 1932 to set up
the Shrimath Anandashram Kashi Fund to provide all
possible facilities for accommodating the pilgrims[7]. A
Provisional Committee with Shri Benegal Sanjiv Rao,
Principal, Govt. Sanskrit College, Benares City, as
Chairman was formed with Shri A.M. Haldipur (also
of Benares) as Hon. Secretary. Shri G.P. Murdeshwar,
Rao Bahadur S.S. Talmaki and Dr. A.N. Koppikar of
Bombay were Members of this Committee. It was
resolved that as it was not possible to buy a house
for this purpose, a few rooms should be engaged on
a monthly rental basis not exceeding Rs. 10/- and
subscriptions to the Fund were collected by Shri B.M.
Kirkee and Haldipur Ganesh Bhat, two students of
the Benares Sanskrit College. Accordingly a house
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at No. 2, Ratan Phatak, Brahma Ghat was taken
on rent and named “Shri Chitrapur Anandashram”.
About 150 members of the community contributed
Rs. 551 till 30th Sep’1939 during which about 100
pilgrims from Kanara, Bombay and Calcutta visited
Benares. Annual Reports of this Fund were published
annually during October in the Kanara Saraswat.
In 1937 this house was proposed to be purchased
and legal formalities were to be completed in 1938.
As Principal Benegal Sanjiv Rao was to retire, the
Committee appealed for bridging a gap of Rs. 4500
towards the cost of this house of Rs. 10,000 However,
this could not be done and in 1940 the premises were
vacated and the balances in the Fund were transferred
to the Math in 1941[8]. H.H. Anandashram Swamiji
visited Kashi three times- in 1954, 1957 and 1963 and
spent considerable time here[9]. Swamiji undertook
the (Tristhali) yatra of Prayag, Kashi and Gaya and
spent 8 weeks in Benares. During the 1954 yatra,
Swamiji spent 20 weeks in Kashi and undertook the
Panchkosi Yatra by foot covering the 108 temples
in a distance of 45 miles, visiting Kardameshwar,
Bhimchandi, Rameshwar, Shivpur, Kapildhara, AdiKeshav, Rajghat and Kedar Ghat. In 1963 He spent
5 weeks here and visited the temples of Annapurna,
Kala Bhairav, Kedareshwar, Mrityunjaya, Sarnath,
Vishwanath.
4. H.H. Anandashram Swamiji and the
beginning of our links to the property at Rajaghat
through Shri D.R. Kulkarni
During the visits to Kashi, H.H. Anandashram
Swamiji stayed first at Darbhanga Ghat in 1957 and
during the visit in 1963 at Rajaghat that adjoins
Narad Ghat at this very property now acquired by the
Math. Situated in the Kedar Khand of Kashi which
extends from Lolarka Kund to Dashashwmedha
Ghat, this is located right on the banks of the River
Ganga. While Kashi is itself from time immemorial
a holy place for liberation of the soul - Kashyam
marnam mukti- , within Kashi, Kedar Khand has its
own importance. The city of Kashi is divided into
three parts- the northern Omkar Khand, the central
Vishweshwara Khand and the Southern Kedar Khand
in a way representing the Trident of Shiva on which
Kanara Saraswat

Kashi is said to be located. It is believed that in
Kashi, the reign of Lord Yama does not exist and this
function is done by Kala Bhairava and the residents
of Kashi have to face Bhairav yatana instead of Yama
yatana. However, the presence of Lord Kedarashwara
in Kedar Khand ensures that there is no Bhairav yatna
in Kedar khand leading to liberation or moksha[10] with
the last rites of its residents being carried out within
Kedar Khand at Harishchandra Ghat. Narad Ghat
is significant for the penance said to have been done
under a Peepal tree by the Sage Narad. Narad Ghat
also has the Datta Mandir and closeby is the house
of Lahiri Mahasya, the Guru of Swamiji Yogananda
at Chaushattiyogini Ghat.
During the visit to Kashi of 1957, H.H.
Anandashram Swamiji was shown two places for
His stay- one at Darbhanga Ghat where H.H. and
retinue stayed during this visit and the place at Raja
Ghat. Shri D.R. Kulkarni was instrumental in the
selection of this place at Rajaghat for His stay[11] in
1963. Hailing from the family of Kulkarni Anantayya
of Gokarn, he moved to Mumbai for his Graduation
in Commerce and then joined TISCO. During his
posting in Kanpur as Regional Sales Manager for
Northern Region, he decided to take up VRS at an
age of 48 in 1957 to settle down for the calling of his
soul in Kashi. He rented a flat at Hanuman Ghat,
a South Indian locality within Kashi and began a
search for a suitable place for his ambition of building
a house and inviting H.H. Anandashram Swamiji to
stay there. He gave two options of Darbhangavada
and the Peshwa’s property. Although Darbhangavada
was then available for purchase, the Peshwas were not
then willing to sell their property and were willing for
a 30 year lease. H.H. Anandashram Swamiji selected
the Peshwa’s property and a lease was signed for 30
years in July 1958.
However the site had a dilapidated ancient
structure and a growth of wild weeds infested with
bandicoots and reptiles[12]. Despite talk of the holy
chattra being a haunted place, Shri D.R. Kulkarni
felt that this was the spot on the River Ganga. In
those difficult days of cement and steel control and
requirements for Govt. permissions, he along with
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Shri Balkrishna Karnad of ACC were instrumental
in construction of the building which now stands at
this spot. The structure was constructed with great
care and good quality materials despite knowing that
on the expiry of the lease period the property would
revert back to the Peshwas. The house was ready
for occupation but due to preoccupation with the
Shishya Sweekar celebrations, H.H. Anandashram
Swamiji could not visit Varanasi and the house
warming ceremony was done by Anandamayi Ma.
Shri Kulkarni’s prayers were finally answered in
1963 with the visit of H.H. Anandashram Swamiji
and H.H. Parijnanashram Swamiji. During their
visit to Kashi Math and Gokarn Parthagali Math in
Kashi, they met with young boys being trained by
Scholars in Vaidiki and Swamiji expressed a desire
that our community should also have a Math in Kashi
where our Vaidiks could also get similar education.
In February 1965 again both the Swamijis came to
Kashi during which H.H. Parijnanashram Swamiji
liked the house and expressed a desire to come back
for Adhyayana. Shri. Kulkarni assisted in identifying
two suitable scholars, Shri Hebbar Shastry and Shri
Phadke Anant Shastry. In 1969 Swamiji came for
studies of shastras and stayed at this property for
about 11 months. Shri Udyavar Ramchandra was
transferred to Benaras Hindu University as Finance
Manager, Swamiji stayed at BHU for some time. But
His love for the location prevailed and every day after
the Class, Swamiji would visit Shri D.R. Kulkarni’s
place and spend an hour. The 30 year lease period was
came to an end and Shri Kulkarni remained true to
his word and despite his failing health handed back
the property to the Peshwas in 1989 thanking them
in turn for helping him build the structure and for
their offer to him for a place to stay in Ganesh Mandir.
H.H. Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji had spent
some time earlier at Lalita Ghat and during the
Tristhali yatra 2009 stayed at the Sringeri Math at
Maimoorganj.
5. Peshwas and their links with Kashi
The temples of Kashi saw their revival during
the rise of the Maratha power in the North and
were initiated after 1735 by Peshwa Balaji Baji
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Rao-I following his mother Radhabai’s pilgrimage to
Kashi and the construction of the Dashashwamedha
Ghat. This was followed by the Scindias, Bhosales
and Holkars who till this day have Ghats and
properties named after them. The Peshwas had since
then dreamt of taking the Tristhali (Kashi, Prayag,
Gaya) under their influence and had succeeded in
persuading Nawab Safdarjung of Awadh to part with
Kashi in 1759[13]. However, this was not to be despite
the efforts of Nana Phadnavis and Mahadji Scindia
and with the decline of Maratha influence due to
the loss in the Third Battle of Panipat, Kashi finally
came under British influence in 1794. However the
Marathas have left behind their legacy in Kashi.
While Rani Ahilyabai Holkar constructed the Kashi
Vishwanath temple in 1778-1780, the Peshwas
constructed the Kala Bhairav and Annapurna
temples.
After the Battle of Bassein (1803) the influence of
the British in the affairs of the Marathas increased.
The then Peshwa Amrut Rao who was the adopted
son of Raghoba Peshwa had to leave his title of
Peshwa in favour of Baji Rao-II and also leave Pune
never to go back to the South[14]. He chose to stay
at Karvi (now Dist. Banda, U.P.) and came to Kashi
to establish in 1807 the Ganesh Mandir at Ganesh
Ghat and the Annapurna Kshetra and Amruteshwara
Shiva temple at Raja Ghat. After 1857, the British
confiscated all the properties of the Peshwas in the
North and within Kashi except these two properties
for whose maintenance a Trust was formed. A capital
of Rs. 5 lakh was then established based on the
valuation of 1857 and its annual interest was to be
used for the upkeep of these properties by the Trust.
This Capital amount remained in the custody of the
Divisional Commissioner, Varanasi till recently when
this amount was returned back by the Govt. of U.P.
to the Peshwa family.
6. Purchase of Rajaghat property by our Math
During my posting as District Collector in 2005 I
tried to find out where our Swamijis had stayed during
their visits to Kashi but as there were no members
of the community staying in Varanasi, no specific
information was forthcoming except some reminisces
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about H.H. Anandashram Swamiji by the Kshetra
Purohit Late Shri Chella Laxman Shastri who by
then was not keeping too well.
As Divisional Commissioner in 2007, I came into
contact with the Peshwa family during their travels to
Kashi and their function at the Ganesh Mandir during
Chaturthi. Late Shri Krishna Rao Peshwa invited me
to the Bicentenary celebrations of their Trust at the
Amruteshwar temple at Rajaghat which were held
during November 2007. It was late in the evening of
6th November 2007 when the function was drawing
to a close after the prayers and Aarti. After offering
Aarti I was astonished to find a sepia coloured and
framed photograph of H.H. Anandashram Swamiji
kept inside the Garbha Griha. No one present there
was able to tell me whose photograph it was except
saying that it was of a Mahatma who used to stay in
the adjoining place. I enquired whether there were
any more photographs and was informed that there
were two more but they had got spoilt with passage
of time.
Late Shri Krishnarao Peshwa though provided
more details stating that the premises were earlier
given out on lease and the person to whom the
lease was given to had returned the property. The
Peshwa family was finding it difficult to maintain
their properties as there were no sources of income
but a regular expenditure on their various properties
including those in Pune. During the 1990’s they
rented out the property to a retired Professor from
BHU but this led to a problem after he refused to
vacate the premises and wanted to take away the
property for himself. It was with great difficulty that
they had managed to vacate their property with the
help of some locals and had decided to dispose it
off. But their attempts to sell the property had led
to a dispute and a standstill with certain locals who
were eyeing the property for themselves. The Peshwa
Trust had entered into an agreement to sale with
another Trust and an advance amount had been
collected. The Trust members had come to clean up
the place during which time two photographs of H.H.
Anandashram Swamiji and H.H. Parijananshram
Swamiji that had adorned the walls for a long time
Kanara Saraswat

were removed and kept in the loft upstairs while the
smaller photograph of H.H. Anandashram Swamiji
was kept inside the temple. It was as if Swamiji had
established His presence in the temple premises over
so many years with hardly anyone knowing about it.
I shifted to Delhi in 2008 after which the Peshwas
were successful in nullifying their earlier agreement
to sale from the Courts and were also able to obtain
permission to sell the property again to another party
by way of inviting of tenders. It was Smt. Shyama
Halady, daughter of Shri D.R. Kulkarni who in
April 2009 got to know of the renewed efforts by
the Peshwas to sell this property and brought this
to the knowledge of H.H. Sadyojat Shankarashram
Swamiji. Shri Vinod Yennemadi got in touch with me
in the nick of time to contact the Peshwas before the
tender process closed. It was virtually touch and go
and the Math’s tender offer was just in time before
the closing date.
During my discussions with Shri Krishnarao
Peshwa, I was able to convince him, that their family
Trust could look out for another Trust to purchase
their property rather than selling it to an individual,
although they may be able to get a higher offer from
a private individual. The Shri Chitrapur Math Trust
would look after his ancestral property well and
he and his family would be welcome to visit it at
anytime later. Being a religious Trust, there would
not be any issues with regard to the daily rituals at
their Amruteshwar temple adjoining the property
as the temple was established by their ancestors.
The Peshwas were themselves apprehensive of its
commercial misuse after the sale, which was seen by
them happen to another of their adjoining property
at Annakshetra, Raja Ghat. The Peshwas stated
that, they wished to carry out the daily pujas and
did not want to part with the Amruteshwar temple.
They were willing to sell only the property adjoining
the temple.
After the Tender Notice was issued for the
property on 1st April 2009, detailed discussions were
held between me on behalf of the Math and the
Peshwas and their local representatives of Kashi Shri
Kishanrao Damdavkar and Shri Anil Kinjawadekar
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in terms of their earlier problems, how it needed
to be resolved at the local level with the persons
opposing it and whether they were agreeable at all
to our Math purchasing this property. The Math
purchased the property through the tender process
and paid the advance amount. However, obtaining
the clearances from the Courts in Pune took over a
year. The Court clearances did not materialize despite
our efforts at obtaining it in time before H.H. Sadyojat
Shankarashram Swamiji undertook the Tristhali yatra
in October 2009.
During this period Shri Krishnarao Peshwa
passed away and a doubt arose as to whether the
Trust would agree to the commitments made by Late
Shri Krishna Rao Peshwa. However Shri Udayrao
Peshwa, the younger brother was magnanimous
enough to convince the other Trust members that
the commitments made by his elder brother should
be carried out as it was also his wish that the property
be given to Shri Chitrapur Math. Shri Gaursharan
Rao and Shri Praveen Kadle made efforts in Pune
to get favourable orders from the Courts through
the Math’s Advocate. Finally the Courts gave their
permission in August 2010 and the Shri Chitrapur
Math Trust was able to complete the formalities
towards the purchase of this property. This required
the Registration of the Sale deed in Varanasi in
which the Additional Commissioner Shri S.N.
Tripathi assisted in identifying the Advocate and
smoothening the formalities in the Registrar’s
Office. The Registration was initially scheduled to
be done around Chaturthi as the Peshwas were to
be in Kashi at their Ganesh Mandir during this time.
However, our local Advocate was not available on
those dates and the Registration was rescheduled
for 21st September 2010 for which Shri Gaursharan
Rao and Shri Bhavanishankar Kailaje who held
the power of Attorney on behalf of the Math flew
into Varanasi from Pune along with the Peshwa.
The formalities were completed and Registration
completed in time before Seemollanghan by H.H.
Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji at Karla.
While handing over the possession of the property
in March 1989 to the then Peshwa Pratap Rao, Shri
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D.R. Kulkarni mentions of a “Runanubandh” or
indebtedness of his past life with the Peshwas[15] and
that this relationship has come now to an end and
he is free from any obligations towards the Peshwas
after handing over of the keys. However, this is now
the beginning of a new chapter of the relationship
of the Shri Chitrapur Math with Kashi through
the property created by Amrut Rao Peshwa. The
Chitrapur Saraswat community finally has a Math
within the sacred geography of the Mandala of Kashi
in the haloed area of Kedar Khand - a dream that
began way back in 1887.
[1] Chandawar, V.M Sri Chitrapur Guru Parampara Charitre,
pp 3-4
[2] H. Shankar Rau, The Srimat Anandashram Ord. Jub.
Souvenir page 98
[3] “Pandurang Pandurang” by Dr. Gopal S. Hattiangadi pages
48-49
[4] “Pandurang Pandurang” by Dr. Gopal S. Hattiangadi pages
20-21
[5] “Pandurang Pandurang” by Dr. Gopal S. Hattiangadi page
49
[6] “Fifty Years of Bliss” by Dr. Gopal S. Hattiangadi page 253
[7] Supplement to the Kanara Saraswat, October 1935, Diwali
edition pages 1-3
[8] Kanara Saraswat October 1941 pages v,vi
[9] “Fifty Years of Bliss” by Dr. Gopal S. Hattiangadi page 248
[10] “Kashi Kedar Mahatmya” by Dr. Chandrama Pandey page
12
[11] Inputs for events from 1957 to 1989 from Smt. Shyama
Halady
[12] Excerpts taken from letter of Shri D.R. Kulkarni while
handing over the property to Peshwa Pratap Rao in 1989
[13] Letter dated 29th March 1759 from Dattaji and Jankoji
Shinde to Peshwa
[14] Krishna Rao Peshwa: Souvenir on BiCentennary
Celebrations of Amrut Vinayak and Shri Annapurna
Devasthan page 4
[15] Quoted from letter of Shri D.R. Kulkarni while handing over
the property to Peshwa Pratap Rao in 1989
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Shri Chitrapur Math now on the banks of the River Ganga at
Rajaghat, Kashi

Varanasi – Seat of Learning since ages – and a very
sacred place for every Hindu will now be having a
permanent abode for the Chitrapur Saraswat Samaj

Upstream view of River Ganga from
Shri Chitrapur Math, Rajaghat, Kashi
- Photographed by Nitin R Gokarn

Downstream view of River Ganga from Shri Chitrapur
Math, Rajaghat, Kashi – prominently seen is the
terrace of the Annakshetra established by Peshwa
Amrut Rao
- Photographed by Nitin R Gokarn
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Rare photographs of HH Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji with
Shishya Swami HH Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji at Varanasi
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Rare photographs of HH Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji with
Shishya Swami HH Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji at Varanasi (Contd.)
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The Magic Words
Geeta Mogral, Pune
Come Divali and I think of gifts – gifts received
from loved ones, and cherished over the years. One
of the most beautiful gifts I can recall is the one from
my father – the late Mundkur Sadashiv Rao. He gave
me three magic words which I have learnt to use with
increasing joy as I grew up; and which I have unstintingly passed on to my progeny.
Papa received and acknowledged every gift/favour
– no matter how trivial – with a smiling ‘thank-you’.
And the slightest mistake, even unintentional, was
followed by a contrite ‘sorry’. And all requests invariably began with a ‘please’.
When one of us forgot to use these words we
would be prompted or gently nudged into courtesy.
So it became a practice to be followed at all times
regardless of person, place or situation.
Saying ‘thank you’ soon became second nature to
me. The unexpected response I got, gave me special
joy. Papa was right. The words did create a pleasant
link between people. I always reward my son-in-law
with a ‘thank-you’ when he gives me a lift. My son gets
a dose of the same when he drops me off at the library
to satiate my thirst for books. Of course, it is different
at the bank. Earlier, I received a grateful smile from
the kindly cashier whom I thanked for handing me
crisp notes across the counter. These days I need to
be careful. People might imagine I have a ‘screw loose’
if I say ‘thank you’ to the ATM!
I have discovered that the use of the word can
be infectious. People often catch on it and use it
themselves . When we lived in Andheri, I always
bought vegetables at the market within easy walking distance. The helpful greengrocer promised ‘free
home delivery’. When the sling bag on my shoulder
was too heavy, I said I was truly ‘sorry’ to bother him,
and asked him if he could ‘please’ deliver the yam, the
cabbage and the week’s supply of onions and potatoes.
Within minutes of reaching home, I would hear the
doorbell. On the doormat would be a grinning boy
of ten, with a clean shirt, his hair carefully plastered
down with perfumed hair oil. “Such a small boy, with
such a huge load?” I’d sigh and quickly relieve him of
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the bags, and fish out a five-rupee coin for his efforts.
The simple ‘thank you, Beta’ would thrill him to bits.
Flashing his amazing smile he would respond with a
bright “Tank-you, Bai” and vanish.
We later shifted from Andheri to Pune. But our
maid in Andheri kept the flat spic-and-span for our
occasional visits to Mumbai. During one such visit I
noticed that she had taken great pains to scrub clean
not only the floors and the bathrooms, but also the
‘netlon’ mesh on the windows. I was so touched by
her thoughtfulness that I added fifty rupees to her
normal salary when I smiled ‘thank you!’
And she gasped “Tank you, Tayee” with genuine
gratitude.
Years down the line, I got married and was blessed
with three wonderful kids.
Nitin was an ‘outdoor’ type and at age ten, he had
a sweet tooth and an insatiable appetite. One day, he
strode in after a tiring game, hungry as a horse, and
asked for a bowl of custard. I was ready to drop after
an exhausting day, so I flatly refused to oblige. Just
as my head touched the pillow, I felt sorry for being
so abrupt and quickly rushed into the kitchen and
made the custard.
“I’m sorry son, I was too tired to think straight.
And here’s your bowl of custard!”
“But, Amma, why do you say sorry to me?” he
asked, his eyes wide with amazement. He clearly
felt that an apology from a grown up to a child was
unwarranted.
So I had to explain to him that children were
individuals too, and needed to be treated with respect; especially in the presence of others. I couldn’t
explain it in so many words then, but what I meant
was that self-esteem is extremely important to children. It is the foundation on which they build their
self-confidence.
That was another valuable legacy from my father.
Thank you, Father!
<<<<<>>>>>
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DATTA JAYANTI UTSAV 2010

Raupya Mahotsav
14th December to 23rd December 2010
14th December 2010 Tuesday 6.30 pm - Arrival of H.H. Shrimat Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji,
Padaprakshalana and Purnakumbh welcome. Arrival of Dattatraya Idol from Datta Mandir to Parijnanashram Mantap in presence of H.H.; Swagatgeet, Paduka Poojan by Convenor, ACSYT - Raupya
Mahotsav Committee, Shri Chitrapur Math – Mumbai Grant Road Local Sabha, K.S.A and T.C.H. Soc,
Welcome speech by Convenor, Offering Manpatra & Recitation by Secretary, Upadesh by H.H., Samudaik Dhool Bhet.



19th Dec’2010 Sunday 5:00 pm Raupya Mahotsav (Silver Jubilee) Programme.



20th Dec’2010 Monday 7:00 pm Deepanamaskar followed by PALKI UTSAV.

DAILY PROGRAMMES
TIME

PROGRAMME DATES : 15th Dec 2010 TO 22nd Dec 2010

6.00 am

Suprabhatam

7.00 am

Gayatri Japa

11.00 am

Morning Pooja, Mangal Aarti, Paduka Poojan, Tirtha Vitaran

MORNING POOJA’S: MUKHYA POOJA’S
DATE

DAY

POOJA’S

TIME

a)

17thDec 2010

Friday

(Geeta Jayanti Day) Geeta Havan Prarambh

9.00 am

b)

18thDec 2010

Saturday

Satya Narayan Pooja - at Shrimat Anandashram Hall

9.00 am

c)

20thDec 2010

Monday

(Datta Jayanti Day) Shree Dattayag Havan, Satya Datta
Vrata , Satya Datta Vrata,
Avdumber Abhishek by ladies at Avdumbar Katta.

9.00 am
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DAILY PATHA’S:DATE

DAYS

PROGRAMME

TIME

a)

15th

Wednesday

Lalita Sahastranam

10.00 am

b)

16th

Thursday

Guru Geeta Pathan

10.00 am

c)

17th

Friday

Geeta Pathan

10.00 am

d)

18th

Saturday

Hanuman Chalisa

10.00 am

e)

19th

Sunday

Samuhik Devi Anushthan

10.00 am

f)

20th

Monday

Shiva Mahimna Stotra

10.00 am

g)

21st

Tuesday

Shri Ganapati Atharvashisha Pathan

10.00 am

h)

22nd

Wednesday

Navratra Nitya Path

10.00 am

EVENING PROGRAMMES:DATE

DAYS

PROGRAMME

TIME

a)

15thDec 2010

Wednesday

Cultural Programme

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

b)

16th Dec 2010

Thursday

Cultural Programme

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

c)

17th Dec2010

Friday

Geeta Competition Prize Distribution

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

d)

18th Dec 2010

Saturday

Cultural Programme - Prarthana Varga

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

e)

19thDec 2010

Sunday

RAUPYA MAHOTSAV Programme

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

f)

20thDec 2010

Monday

Palki Utsav

7:00 pm onwards

g)

21st Dec 2010

Tuesday

Cultural Programme – Grant Road
Yuvadhara

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

h)

22ndDec2010

Wednesday

Dharma Sabha

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
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EVENING POOJAS: DEEP NAMASKAR FOLLOWED BY POOJA’S BY H.H
DATE

DAYS

POOJA’S BY H.H

a)

16th Dec 2010

Thursday

Guru Poojan

b)

18th Dec’ 2010

Saturday

ShivPoojan

c)

19th Dec’ 2010

Sunday

Guru Poojan

d)

21st Dec’ 2010

Tuesday

Devi Poojan

DATE

DAYS

UPADESHA /AASHIRVACHANS BY H.H:

a)

17thDec 2010

Friday

Upadesh on Geeta Jayanti

b)

19thDec 2010

Sunday

Raupya Mahotsav

c)

22ndDec 2010

Wednesday

Dharma Sabha

23rd Dec 2010- H.H. Swamiji’s Departure to Shirali.

Saifarm

A Holiday Haven on the banks of
Beautiful Kundalika River
Let peace and quiet enter your soul as you experience the invigorating air, brilliant Sunrise,
Sunset and Starlit Nights. Hear your voice echo across the river.
l
l
l

l

Stay in the novel twin-dome farmhouse, adapted from the “Pabal Dome” – the Indian-designed
tropical “Arctic-Igloo”. Stay cool in summer & warm in winter.
Feel rejuvenated in just a day and feel the tiredness and tension melt away as you bathe in Kundalika
river or take a dip in the crystal clear rain-fed swimming pool.
Watch the rains pour down onto the serene river and the surrounding green hills from the shelter of
the unique cloverleaf sit-out. Or let the gurgle of the flowing water and the chirping of colorful birds
soothe you. Enjoy the hospitality and delicious, wholesome food.
Situated in the ghats of Mumbai-Goa highway-125 kms from Mumbai.

Contact: Gabby & Mukta Gonsalves (nee Mavinkurve) 23801796 or at
9869208251 & 9869118763 – 3-5/44 Talmaki Wadi
and Gourang Kundapur 26116394 at Vile Parle.
Also visit us at www.saifarms.com
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Am I “into It”?
By Asha Sudhir Vombatkere, Mysore

Why not an Apple?
By Uma Kalbag

I am a proud amchi. I am secular and liberal
by Indian standards, and I don’t go out to work
now, though I was a school teacher once. I have a
quintessential amchi kularanaav and married adnaav
and am proud to use it. If I chose to use a pseudonym
when writing for KS I would use an amchi one
(like, say, “chirchiri paus”) rather than a Greek one.
When someone asks me whether I am an amchi, I
am absolutely thrilled, immediately start conversing
in amchigele and, like all good amchis (should?) do,
try and find out if we are related or have relatives or
at least amchi friends in common.
My father was not “in the Services or a highprofile journalist” but was in government service,
permanently based in north India. So I have never
really lived among amchis, but yet got married to an
amchi army officer. This meant moving to various
army stations. So again, no living among amchis. I
have no close relatives in Talmakiwadi or Gamdevi,
but I have relatives in Saraswat Colony in Santa Cruz.
I can carry on a reasonable conversation in
amchigele. But I must confess that since most
reading material on serious issues that interest me
is not available in amchigele, I tend to use English
in discussing them. While I do not read “Sunbeam”,
we get the Kanara Saraswat and I go through the
“Classifieds” at the back before turning to the rest
of KS because I am interested in amchi community
panchaitika.
To me, religion is very intimate and personal.
My belief in God and what He means to me is a
private matter. I do not do any poojas at home or
get poojas conducted. Unfortunately, many people
confuse religion with ritual; sometimes religion is
even replaced by ritual! But perhaps it is alright to
be religious without being ritualistic.
I am amchi in every sense, but after reading
Opticus (KS, October 2010), I have a nagging doubt.
Will the reader please tell me: Am I “into it”?

During Gouri pooja and Ganesh festival, all the
ladies are happy and excited. Excited, for now they
can drape their beautiful rich saris and wear jewellery
to match. This is the time when their culinary skills
are put to test and they can give vent to their creative
and artistic talents.
On the eve of Gauri pooja, the ladies sit together
cleaning the coconuts, making their surfaces as
smooth as possible and decorating it with coloured
chalk.
Today, young Mrs. Suhagan has a nuclear family.
She has to go out to work. So Ma-in-law sits for hours
together and cleans the coconuts with her weak,
wrinkle adorned hands. Young Mrs. Suhagan performs
the Gauri pooja with much reverence and with a bag
full of these heavy coconuts visits all the elderly Mrs.
Suhagans to offer a coconut and seek their blessings
for a long and happy married life.
But what will the elderly Mrs.Suhagan do with so
many coconuts?
She has high cholesterol and her husband is
diabetic. She thinks of replacing it with another and
gives it to young Mrs. Suhagan with blessings. But
young Mrs. Suhagan is on a diet and anyway, who
has the time to scrape the coconuts?
So what do we do with so many coconuts? How
about giving an apple instead? Just offer a coconut,
the traditional way to the Godess Gauri and let the
basket be filled with fruits- apples, pears or even small
papayas. (They remain fresh if kept in the fridge ).
They can be decorated with colourful adhesive tapes
and to maintain the tradition, kumkum and kajal can
be applied near the stalk.
Looking at this beautifully dressed fruit, there will
be a smile on old Mrs.Suhagan’s face and may be,
she will shower a handful of more blessings! Thus
the tradition will carry on , with the same reverence
and fervour for many more generations to come and
with pleasure.
Just give it a thought and express your views.

<<<<<>>>>>

<<<<<>>>>>
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Kiddies Corner

Children’s Day
14th November is Children’s Day,
It is Jawaharlal Nehru’s birthday.
He wore white clothes with a red rose,
He and Gandhiji were good friends and
very close.
He fought against the rule of the British
Kingdom
So our India got her freedom.

(Drawing on the left by Akshath Surwase,
5 years; on the right Tanay Kandlur, 14 years)

He was the first Prime Minister of India,
His daughter’s name was Indira.
He was loved by all the rest,
But he loved us children the best!
-Atmaj Koppikar (Age: 9 years)

Enchant of the Sea
Oh! the beauty of the seas
In the shade of the palm trees
Down below the sun
To swim its such fun
I have just come here for a day
To laugh and play

My Brother

Aneesh is the name of my big brother,
Smart, funny but great like none other.
A whole five years older than me,
He always guides and protects me.
We play at every sight,
And fight with all our might.
Although he is sometimes a bother,
I would never trade him for another.
And even though he irritates,
I love him more than choco-lates.
Our relationship of love,
Is a treasure from God above.

But now that I have to go, I say goodbye
With a merry twinkle in my eye

- Asheesh Trikannad,
Bangalore (Age: 9 years)

- Aabha Hattangadi (Age: 8 years)
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With best compliments from:

STANDARD GREASES
& SPECIALITIES PVT. LTD.
an ISO 9001 : 2000 Company

Manufacturers of Lubricating Oils, Greases
& Specialities

ROYAL CASTOR PRODUCTS LTD.
an ISO 9001 : 2000 Company

Manufacturers /Exporters of Hydrogenated Castor Oil,
12 Hydroxy Stearic Acid
Regd./Adm. Office:
101, Ketan Apartments,
233, R.B. Mehta Marg, Patel Chowk, Ghatkopar (E),
Mumbai - 400 077.
Tel: 25013641-46 Fax: 25010384
Email: standardgroup@standardgreases.co.in
Web: www.standardgreases.co.in
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The smile, radiance and silent work
Tribute to Mangesh Sujir (Cheddumam)
The loud strained chanting of ‘Aum Raam naam’
suddenly fell silent, but the slight smile remained. Shri
Sujir Mangesh, popularly known as ‘Cheddu’ to most
of his relations and friends in Bengaluru and Mumbai,
left for his celestial abode on 2nd November, 2010.
Born at Kundapura in 1922, in the maternal
ancestral home of Sri Tagarse Ganeshrao and growing
under the care of Sri Sujir Sanjivrao at Udipi, he
imbibed the values of selfless service and thrived on
love alone, which laid the foundation for his service
to people around him in society.
After his education at Udipi and later Pune
(Fergusson College), he delved into Textile Chemistry,
while tasting a bit of Gandhiji’s freedom movement
as a student at Pune.
Bengaluru became his ‘karma bhoomi’. Employed
in the Minerva and Mysore Mills, he spent most of
his spare time in the activities of Canara Union and
the Math. The ‘40s watched him entering dramatics
with the roles of the Lords Surya, Rama and Krishna
which eminently suited his personality. He collected
funds for the much needed, Saraswat Seva Samiti,
Mangalore (later Ullal) for their Anathalaya.
He was joined by his young wife, Shanthi, from
1949 onwards in all spheres of his activities.
In his zeal to help the sick, he learnt the basics
of medicine, administering injections, prescribing
homeopathic medicines and caring for needy patients,
sometimes cycling miles to look them up in distant
hospitals. There used to be an old Aunt, Uncle or
some far off cousin always sheltered in the house.
He is known to have helped people around him
unstintingly, going out of the way for his friends in
need. He demonstrated a stoic acceptance of all that
life was to bring him, combined with the willingness
to share whatever he had with others in need.
The work at the local Sabha continued while
he also toiled in the early days of formation and
construction of the ‘Anandashram’ buildings at
Malleshwaram with passion, nurturing many novel
ideas of cooperative consumerism, as Secretary from
Kanara Saraswat

its inception in 1954 till 1966 when he moved to
Mumbai, in search of a job. The Canara Union and
the Canara Union Co-op Hsg Society (Anandashram
buildings) honoured him at
their Centenary (2000)
and Golden Jubilee (2005)
celebrations respectively.
Mumbai saw him at work
at the India United Mills,
Dadar, till his superannuation
in 1980, in their Bleaching
& Finishing department,
supervising and walking around at least 14 kms a day.
He was part of the team which took up the challenge
to work for a year without a day off to prove the
viability of NTC taking over sick mills in 1966.
His stay at the Chitrapur Housing Society, Bandra
too saw him in the Managing Committee as well as in
the Bandra local Sabha during HH Parijnanashram
Swamiji’s tour. They basked in the glory of the
Sri Mahanavami celebrations, which had started
in Bengaluru with the Mantra-Diksha and close
guidance of HH Anandashram in 1955 and continued
for over half a century.
Moving to Gamdevi, he slowly veered to the field
of Astrology and then re-kindled the Marriage Bureau
at the KSA for more than 6 years guiding tense
parents in their endeavor to seek suitable alliances
for their children.
A loving husband to Shanthi, he was an inspiring
caring father to Lalita, Ravi (late) and Anand,
grandfather to Aalok, Manmay and Mokshay,
greatgrandfather to Saadhya, and an idol to many
who knew him well.
The KSA in their introduction while honouring
him in 2007, said it most aptly, ‘ Amgelo Samajantu
Suparichit aani Lokapriya, atyanta Prasanna aani
Tejaswi vyaktimatwa, Samajik Sanskritik tashichi
Dharmika kshetrantantu bhariv yogadaan..... ’.
May his soul rest in peace.
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REMEMBRANCE
10th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

VASANTI NIRODY
22-03-1931

--

30-10-2000

You may have left our midst
But your spirit and values you cherished
All continue to guide us
In all endeavours.
Fondly Remembered by:
Jyoti, Jayant and Anuj
Arun, Geeta, Ameya and Anurita
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Planning a Career
By Kuldeep Kalavar
Before undertaking a long journey to a place never
before visited, we plan meticulously. We choose the
most suitable train, check where to change trains,
duration of each leg of the journey etc Why do we
plan? Because we wish to enjoy the journey & reach
comfortably.
Your career (journey) starts with selecting a job.
The first job you take normally brands you for life.
The company’s reputation, designation, job profile,
starting salary are important and become the foundation on which future employers decide what to offer!
Making substantial changes later to designation /
career/ salary becomes difficult if you don’t start with
the right foundation.
How many stops to your destination? The previous
generation normally began working at 22 and retired
at 60 yrs. They had adequate time (35to38 yrs) to
reach the peak of their career. Today’s environment
does not provide such liberty. Before the age of 22, the
industry considers you young and after 45 it considers
you old ( if there is no VRS meanwhile !).
Assuming a youth starts at 22 and plateaus at
45 - he has 23 years to reach the peak of his career.
Obviously staying in one job will not take him to his
peak. He has to consider switching jobs. How many
switches are required / when / duration of each job
needs planning. Too many switches create an impression of being a rolling stone – too few could brand
you as “not good enough”!
Your job accounts for a large share of your waking
hours. How much time do you allot for yourself and
how do you utilise it ? A human being is a three part
personality – Spirit ,Mind, Body with spirit being the
foundation for the other two. The balance time available needs to be apportioned between these three so
that we evolve as complete personalities. The mind
plays a double role – intellectual and emotional.
For the intellect the field of action is the office
whereas for emotions it is the home. Do not allow
them to infringe - the effects could be severe ! (imagine the consequences of having an affair at the office
Kanara Saraswat

or bringing work home regularly). A major portion
of the (balance) time is spent with family. Family
members play an important role in your success. Let
us understand the role they play !
An executive uses his intellect to prove himself
and be successful. The office environment demands
performance and and there is little scope for emotion.
Stress levels are high. At the end of the day he/she
needs to relax/dissolve this tension. His/Her family
assists him/her at home by creating an oasis of peace
and emotional understanding. An oasis needs careful nurturing. Sharing and caring are the means to
achieve this. Family members care better when they
are aware of the office environment.
Whether at office or at home two instruments
one, the body and second, the mind are constantly
working. They need to be allotted time or else they
break down. We depend on them to succeed. The
body is like a vehicle that takes us daily to work. The
vehicle has to be maintained in excellent condition.
Irrespective of prevalent conditions we depend on it
to deliver us safely. In severe conditions it weathers
the storm and keeps us safe & dry. A well maintained
body is very helpful in achieving success at work.
It is also an effective stress absorber. Time spent in
maintaining body fitness is a good investment.
The mind drives us constantly. Uncontrolled, it
destroys, controlled, it succeeds even under trying
circumstances. Yet the mind is itself controlled by
Spirit – our inner most core. Time spent on spiritual
training is well invested. When such training is in
line with the Guru’s guidelines - it inculcates values.
Values are the fountain head of life and permeate
thought, speech and action. Life is nothing but values
at play, at office, home or society. When values are
integral with thought, speech and action, success
is assured. A sound spiritual base combined with a
fit body and mind, backed by Guru’s grace is a sure
guarantee for success.
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Hiware Bazaar-The Ideal Village
Shruti Gokarn, Mumbai
The year 1990- a rising young cricketer answered
an SOS sent from his native village of Hiware Bazaar.
Hiware Baazar, a small hamlet in the Ahmednagar
district of Maharashtra was facing a losing battle
against a growing water crisis. People were migrating
from the village to the city for a sordid existence with
a meager income. It was a time when all the roads
led away from Hiware Bazaar for everyone except for
one man. This man was Popatrao Pawar.
This story begins in1990, when Popatrao Pawar,
a young cricketer with a promising future in cricket,
attended a training session conducted by Anna
Hazare. He returned with a vision for his village.
Armed with a rock solid belief in himself and in the
principles of his teacher, he took up the herculean
task of changing the fate of the village and the
villagers.
Egged on by our curiosity we made our way to
Hiware Bazaar, eager to see for ourselves this village
which boasts of progress and prosperity in a drought
prone landscape. We were met at the Gram Sabha by
a certain Mr. Mohan Chattar, a man who could give
some of the best PR agents in the city a run for their
money with his non-stop chatter interspersed with
witty one liners and puns. He was accompanied by a
local teacher, who with his fluent English helped me
fill the gaps when I couldn’t quite keep up with the
pace with Mr. Chattar’s non-stop talk. The first thing
that catches your eye as you enter the Gram Sabaha
office are the innumerable awards vying for space and
your attention , kept on every bit of space available
on cabinets which line the room. All these awards
confer the title of ‘ Adarsh Village’ on Hiware Bazaar.
In 1990, Mr. Pawar was elected as the Sarpanch
of the village and has enjoyed an unopposed stint as
the Sarpanch for the past twenty years, each time
proving himself worthy of the public mandate. He
first identified the root cause of all the problems
of the village- scarcity of water. He then seized the
problem with both his hands and rooted it out by
68

implementing the first of the five principles of village
development laid down by Anna Hazare – that of
water shed management. To tell you in the words of
the villagers, ‘No water falling from the sky is allowed
to be wasted.’ This water is allowed to percolate into
the ground. This constant percolation of water leads
to the formation of a water shed which feeds the crops
throughout the year. To allow the water to percolate
into the fields, bunds of stone and cement have been
built along the fields. To preserve this water shed the
digging of bore wells is prohibited.
What greater testimony could be there to the
resounding success of the water shed management
programme than the fact that this village offered
water to the city of Ahmednagar during the scorching
summer months, this year when the city was facing
a paucity of water.
For villages whose grouse is that there is insufficient
water for agriculture, the people of this village have
set an excellent example. They have shown wisdom
in choosing to plant short term cash crops which
require less water, like jowar, bajra, onion, potato,
tomato, coriander etc while at the same time avoiding
crops like sugarcane which consume a lot of water.
Moreover the village income is boosted by the sale of
the 4000 liters of milk produced here daily and sold
to a co-operative in Ahmednagar. No wonder then
that this village is home to millionaires.
This village can be credited with many other
‘firsts’. It so happened once that the students of the
local school had been asked to write an essay on HIVAIDS. One of the girls raised a valid question in her
essay ‘What if I get infected by HIV through my life
partner?’ From this was born the idea of compulsory
HIV testing for all those who wish to get married
within the village or even to someone in the village.
While we in the city are left mouthing words
like ‘women’s liberation’, the people of this village
are actually living the idea of ‘women’s lib’. The
name plate outside every door sports the name of

Vol. 91, No.12, December 2010

Kanara Saraswat

the woman of the house along with the man’s name.
How many women in the city can say that, that’s the
case with them too? Women here have truly become
instruments of change. They have unanimously
taken the stand that no girl will marry into a home
which does not have a toilet block in the house, thus
getting rid of the problem of open air defecation and
urination. What’s more, all the matters pertaining to
the water supply system, right from the maintenance
to keeping accounts are handled by the women of this
visionary village.
The key to the development of this village is the
five-pronged approach adopted by Sarpanch Popatrao
Pawar, which includes voluntary labour (shram dan),
getting rid of addictions (nashabandi), population
control (nasbandi), a ban on using pastures for
grazing by cattle and a ban on cutting of trees. In fact
by using the tool of ‘shram dan’, all the development
schemes for the village have been implemented by
the villagers themselves. Instead of taking cattle to
the grazing grounds, the villagers themselves go to
the pastures, cut grass and bring it for the cattle to
consume. The idea behind this to is ensure that the
topmost fertile layer of soil is not eroded by the cattle
while grazing. This approach has worked wonders for
the village by ensuring development at every front.
Post the Babri masjid incident, the word ‘mosque’
many a time brings back unpleasant memories of all
that followed the demolition of the masjid. Well here’s
something that may help change your perspective.
This village has set a practical example of communal
harmony. We were told that there is only one Muslim
family in the village and all the villagers have
contributed money to construct a mosque for that
family. Maintaining communal harmony is one thing
but extending a helping hand to another community
so that they can practice their religion in peace is
taking it to a whole new level.
Hiware Bazaar it seems is home to many unique
things and ideas. A resolution has been passed that
village land will not be sold to people outside the
village. Mr. Chattar with his unique brand of humour
told us that parties like the MNS who call for the
Kanara Saraswat

ouster of ‘outsiders’ have no scope to cry foul at
Hiware Bazar!
All this development has resulted into an
incredible thing- reverse migration. In the year 1992,
168 out of 182 families were below the poverty line.
People were leaving the village and migrating to
cities in the hope of eking out a living. Eventually
as things changed for the better in the village,
people started returning to the village. In a scenario
where we find more and more people migrating to
cities from undeveloped villages thus taking a toll
on the infrastructural facilities that the city offers,
Hiware Bazar truly stands in a league of its own for
accomplishing the almost impossible.
How apt that the article about this village should
appear in the ‘S.S.Talmaki issue’ because the people
of Hiware Bazar and what they have achieved there
are nothing but an example of co-operation, the value
that S.S.Talmaki so staunchly stood for.
<<<<<>>>>>

1st Death Anniversary

25-04-1931 - 28-12-2009

RAMESH RAMAKANT KADLE
78 YEARS
He will always be loved and remembered
everyday

May his soul rest in peace
Fondly remembered by:
by Wife - Usha, Son - Jagdish, Daughter - Geeta
Daughter-in-law - Sunayana,
Son-in-law - Kishore Hosangadi
Grandchildren: Rahul, Meenal and Anisha
Kadles & Relatives & Friends

Vol. 91, No.12, December 2010

69

Shree Durga Dutt Mandir of Mallapur, via. Kumta
Completing a Century on 24th February, 2011
Shri Chaitanya S. Ubhayakar, Goa
The Centenary Celebrations of the Durga-Datta
Mandir, Mallapur are going to be held in the last week
of January, 2011 at Mallapur. This is a small offering
at the feet of the Saint who founded this temple.
A saintly personality, Shree Santappa (Soiru
Mhant) Venkappa Nagarkatte, founded this temple.
He also established the brilliant ‘Prasadik-Bhajan’
tradition with a philosophic essence and devotional
fervor. These bhajans are sung during Shree DattaJayanti, Navaratri, Shree Ram Navami and Shree
Hanuman Jayanti celebrations.
He belonged to the 7th generation of the Family
Tree starting from Ramayya (Mool-Purush) about 350
years ago, who was working in Nagar – ‘Samsthan’
at the Toll-Naka (Jakat Katte) and was identified
as Nagar-katte Ramayya; hence the family surname
‘Nagarkatte’.
His great grandfather Devayya residing in Chitrapur,
donated his house when our Ist Shankarashram
Swamiji took Samadhi and there stands our sacred
and beautiful math today. Subsequently, when the
family grew and the land got divided, a part of the
land with the well in it, which came to Venkappa’s
lot, was donated by him to the Math. This can be
seen even today.
In this family blessed by ‘Sadguru’ and as a result
of ‘SOMAVATI-VRAT’ performed by his devoted
Mother from the Ubhayakar family of Shri Avadi
Math, this saintly soul was born in April-1852. He
was named ‘SOYRO’ (Guest), perhaps apprehending
uncertainty of life, at the instance of the unexpected
death of their first male child. The house was like
an ‘Ashram’ with grass-roof and bamboo walls and
was located on the outskirts of the thick forest of
Siddhapur, occupied by tribals and wild-life and
without any medical or educational facilities. Once
when his father became seriously ill, his mother
took him along with the children to ‘Kulaswamini’
Shantadurga Temple, Kavle, Goa, on a bullock-cart,
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travelling for 4 days. There she prayed to the Devi
without taking even a drop of water. Her prayers
were answered and there in the temple, ‘SOYRO’
was renamed as ‘SANTAPPA’.
Santappa’s education upto 12 years was under
the affectionate care and guidance of his Mother
where he learnt reading and writing Kannada and
Devanagari scripts and started reading ‘VishnuSahasranam’, Ram-Vijay, Bhakti-Vijay, PandavaPratap and doing Dev-Pooja. This laid a firm
spiritual foundation and he was always hungry for
self-realization. Subsequently he studied English in
Belgaum and married a girl from Gundemane family
in Gokarn, at 26 years, and had 4 children. He worked
in the Dept. of Civil and Forest in Sirsi while his
family stayed at Gokarn. However his thirst for selfrealization drove him to travel extensively, visiting
saints and different places.
He did a lot of ‘Japa-Tapa-Anushthan’ such as
Guru-Charitra Parayan, Sapta-Shati Anushthan,
Durga-Namaskar, 20 Lakhs Shree -DattaShodakshari Mantra from Shambhunath Maharaj,
Guru Vakyopadesha from Saintly wife of Madiman
Dattatreya at Sirsi, Bhagwat-Purana Rahasya from
Nadgar Shantabai, Shree Dattopasak BalekundreMaharaj Darshan at Belgaum. He also studied
deeply Anubhavamrut, Yatartha-Deepika, Eknathi
Bhagavat, Shri Dattaprem Lahari etc. He had
thrilling experiences during spiritual practice in his
life-pilgrimage
As per the family tradition, Datta-Jayanti was being
celebrated at his cousin’s i.e ‘Vakil’ Shivramappa’s
place in Karwar. His maternal Uncle Shanta .N.
Ubhayakar, the Mala-Mudradhikari of Shree Avadi
Math, gave him ‘Divti-Deeksha’ in the year 1905.
Later when Santappa visited Mallapur Avadi Math,
he desired to build a similar Dattatreya Temple for
the family. At his request his uncle Shri Ananth
Subray Ubhayakar freely donated 19 guntas of land.
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The present temple was constructed there in the year
1910. The Sabha-Mantap has been rebuilt in 2005.
Around year 1918, when Santappa visited Avadi
Math during Gokulashtami, he was impressed with
Shree Ramavallabhdas’ bhajans (Ashtami-Mhanti)
being sung there and he desired to compose similar
bhajans to celebrate Datta-Jayanti and Navaratri.
With the spiritual inspiration, he wrote the Utsav
bhajans to be sung in traditional tunes. These are
being sung till today.
He served the Lord at this temple as MalaMudradhikari for 19 years with devotion and zeal
and merged with the Almighty in the year 1929 (77
years). All his successors and dear ones offer their
humble homage to the great soul during this sacred
centenary year.
-------------

(This article is based on ‘Sansar Yatra’,
autobiography of ‘Soyro-Mhant’. The writer’s mother
late Sow. Lalitabai was his grand-daughter).
<<<<<>>>>>
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“LIVE CHRISTMAS EACH DAY”
BY YESHWANT G. TRASI
Christmas is more than a day at the
end of the year, more than a season of joy
and good cheer.
Christmas is really God’s pattern
of living, to be followed by all year by
unselfish giving.
For the holiday season awakens good
cheer, and draws us closer to those we
hold dear.
We open our hearts and find it is good,
to live among men & women as we always
should.
And all unawares we miss and forego,
the greater the blessing that mankind can
know.
If we lived Christmas each day as we
should, and make it our aim to always do
good.
We would find the lost key to meaningful
living that comes not from getting, but
unselfish giving.
(Dedicated to my Parents Late Gopalkrishna R.
Trasi & Late Muktha G. Trasi)
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The Young Viewpoint...

Can Hinduism stand the test of time?
Nikhil K. Masurkar, London, UK
Can religion have a place in a 21st century
sophisticated world where rational thinking and
scientific reasoning form the basis of modern society?
In the last 10 years the western world has seen a sharp
decline in religious practice and many great religious
institutions are being crushed up by modern society.
Since India almost always follows the worst of the
West, it too is seeing its youth adopt an increasingly
non-religious approach to life. If mainstream religion
fades away it will almost certainly be replaced by
religious and non-religious extremism. This will not
only be detrimental to society but to the whole of
humanity.
Can an ancient religion like Hinduism have a place
in modern times? To answer this question we need
to explore the more recent history of Hinduism in
India. Hinduism in India has always had a turbulent
history. Be it the introduction of Islam in Sindh by
Arab conquerors in the early 8th century, persecution
of Hindus by Muslim invaders in the 11th and 12th
centuries or the forced conversions to Christianity
by the Portuguese in the 16th century, Hinduism in
India has had its bad days.
However the greatest assault came in the early
19th Century when it came under direct attack by a
predominantly Christian British Empire. The British
not only mocked Hinduism on ideological grounds
but also masterminded an innovative ‘cultural
genocide’ through a subtle program of intellectual
and spiritual annihilation. This was aimed to dilute
the traditional Hindu aspects of culture, philosophy,
ritual and theology that had taken thousands of year
to develop and replace it by a ‘western’ and ‘modern’
ideology that was more palatable to western minds at
the time. Also during this period there was evidence
of serious fragmentation of traditional Hindu beliefs
and wide scale misconceptions which made the
religion highly confusing particularly to the 19th
century youth. It is believed that during this period
several Hindus abandoned their faith and adopted
either Islam or Christianity which were easier to
understand due to their more simplistic monotheistic
and non-pluralistic approach.
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By the end of the 19th Century several Hindu
reform movements were beginning to take shape.
Most of these movements led to a more rational and
logical interpretation of ancient Hindu scriptures
with particular emphasis on much needed social
reform. Although some of these movements were
highly controversial at the time, they allowed Hindus
to reflect on and re-examine their faith in a rapidly
changing society. In my view the most significant
influence on Hinduism came from the RamakrishnaVivekananda movement. This movement not only
injected traditional Hindu philosophy back into the
community but also reconciled the various scattered
belief systems of Hinduism leading to its revival. I do
not think genuine Hinduism would have survived
beyond the 19th Century if it wasn’t for the great
contribution of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and
his disciple Swami Vivekananda.
The Ramakrishna-Vivekananda movement unlike
other movements of that period did not attempt to
criticize ancient Hindu practices and belief systems. It
simply put all the ideas together and presented them
in a rational, systematic and modern manner. Infact
it injected spirituality back into the society where it
belonged and became the global voice of Hinduism.
Today history is on the verge of being repeated as
we now have another potentially devastating wave
of attack on Hinduism – the modern society with a
rational and scientific approach to living. This time
round the perpetrators are no longer the British but
simply ourselves. We risk making our own religion
insignificant in society. We are the British living in
India in the 21st century. In the name of secularism
we have diluted our religion and kept spirituality
locked up in the temple. Although we carry out
all several Hindu ritualistic practices that were
prescribed and engage in theistic worship, we have
ignored the rational and reasoning aspect of our
religion that is central to Hindu and Vedic philosophy.
It is a sorry state of affairs because it is this rational
and modern understanding of Hinduism that our
youth need today in order to make better sense of
Hinduism in modern times and see it on the same
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side of scientific advance instead of opposite. The
challenges that modern society poses to Hinduism
can only be addressed with an understanding of
Vedic philosophy and the power of reasoning. To
practice ‘Dharma’ in the modern age requires an
understanding of how Hindu values relate to modern
issues. If our youth cannot answer the questions posed
by modern society then there is the danger of them
discarding religion altogether. The truth is that today
we are still confused about our religion like we were
in the 19th century. Misconceptions and superstitions
not only make a mockery of our faith but also create
doubts in our own minds which can be an impediment
to spiritual progress.
Shri Ramakrishna Paramhansa and Swami
Vivekananda’s teachings are particularly crucial as
they relate almost perfectly to the modern times we
live in. They suggested that Hindu narratives such as
those from the ‘Kathas’ and ‘Puranas’ need to be just
a starting point to attract us towards ‘Bhakti’ and help
us adopt Hindu values and principles. Thereafter we
need to move onto the philosophy in order to make
rational sense of the reality and progress spiritually.
Their teachings also suggested that Hinduism is the
universal phenomenon adopting a largely pluralistic
approach advocating several pathways to God. In
light of this, they gave credibility to other religions
such as Christianity and Islam sighting them as part
of this universal enterprise.
The most crucial part of their teachings was the
suggestion that interpretation of our Hindu scriptures
should be carried out relative to the times we live in
rather than dwell on more ancient interpretations.
Although the scriptures of authority are absolute they
can only be practiced in principle at a relative level.
This means that some ancient ritualistic practices
which probably made sense in the 13th century may
not be relevant in the 21st century from a point of
view of following ‘Dharma’ and gaining spirituality.
Therefore the need to eliminate unjust caste systems
and superstitious practices becomes an important
aspect of ‘Dharma’. This idea makes social reform
part of religion rather than an opposing force.
Another important aspect that the Ramakrishna
Vivekananda movement highlighted was that ancient
Prophets of religion and Holy personalities have
always propagated the Divine message relative to
the times they lived in for the betterment of society.
Kanara Saraswat

Therefore their message should not be perceived as
the absolute Divine truth but rather as the Divine
truth relative to the era in which they lived in. Swami
Vivekananda suggested that emphasis should be
only placed on the core principles and values that
they preached rather than be fascinated by their
individualistic personalities and follow their every
word to the book. He believed that Holy Prophets
or ‘Avatars’ have not only taken birth in ancient
times but have always reincarnated whenever there
is a need in society to do so. He suggested that we
should use our rational mind to decide what is ‘right’
or ‘wrong’ relative to the circumstances that we
operate in.
Our religion teaches us to decide for ourselves the
difference between ‘right’ and ‘wrong’. Our ancient
scriptures are a powerful reference tool that helps us
make these decisions. The absolute book of authority
in Hinduism is ourselves and it is in this area that we
fail to make spiritual progress.
I feel that Hinduism is such a powerful and
fascinating phenomenon that it will most certainly
stand the test of time. However we need to question
it at every step and use our rational and reasoning
in order to make modern sense of it. If all of us truly
attempt to understand this universal concept then
it will spread like wild fire globally. For us Chitrapur
Saraswats our first port of call for spiritual knowledge
and guidance should be our own Swamiji. Infact we
are highly fortunate to have such a great spiritual
leader to guide us in the 21st century. However I
would also recommend familiarisation with the lives
and teachings of great modern personalities such as Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda
in order to get a modern day interpretation of
Hinduism.
Finally I would like to thank Shri Jai Lakhani
of the Hindu Academy UK for his great work in
teaching Hinduism and promoting the ideas of the
Ramakrishna Vivekananda movement, that provided
me with the inspiration and knowledge to write this
article.
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Who am I?
By Dr. Sunanda Karnad, Dharwad
A new-born baby is just a bundle of flesh, blood,
bones and a few reflexes. As it grows, it is taught the
language of the family and made to understand what
he or she is. The answer to the question “Who am I?”
would then be in terms of sex, as ‘I am a boy or a girl’,
or name as ‘I am Ram or Renuka’ or relationship ‘I am
the son of ....... , daughter of ........’ etc. All these are
inborn or acquired traits, describing the visible body,
the mind within and its relation to another person. As
the child becomes an adult, he or she would further
be differentiated from others, in terms of education,
specialization or career. These indicate the level of
intelligence, abilities and capabilities, the expertise
and socio-economic-political status of the person.
Once again, the answer to the question is in relation
to others, the role or the ‘karma’ one is born to fulfil.
The identity or the ‘self’ of the person is acquired
through upbringing, training and circumstances or
the environment in which one is born.
With the passage of time and success in one’s
travel through life, one says ‘I did this’, ‘I alone
could do this’, when the ‘self’ becomes the ‘ego’,
never realizing that the five senses (sight, hearing,
touch, taste and smell), the five instruments of action
(speech, hands, feet, rectal and genital muscles) are
God-given gifts. These weaken with age and perish
with death. But what would continue to exist is
‘Self’, the ‘Soul’, the everlasting manifestation of the
‘Ultimate Light’, ‘Vision’ or ‘Shakti’. Hence the great
Yogis like Raman Maharshi asked the same question,
so did Adi Shankaracharya, and with their deep
‘Sadhana’ attained ‘self-realization’, saying ‘Soham’
or ‘Shivoham’. Despite knowing this truth, many of
us remain entangled within the cobwebs of ‘desires’,
succumb to the onslaught of ‘shadripus’ and carry the
ever-increasing baggage of ‘karma’ through repeated
births and deaths.
It is very difficult, though not impossible to attain
realization of ‘Who I am’; we can certainly develop
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a sense of detachment, for all that we possess is
not ‘Shashwat’. Through meditation, Yoga and
‘Pranayam’, we can attain control over our mind,
keep away stresses and strains and lead a peaceful,
healthy life. Through ‘Bhakti’ and love for God, we
can go closer to Him, leave all worries and problems
to Him, with deep faith in Him, that He is there to
help and protect. Realizing He is within us, we can
then answer the question and say ‘I am Him’.

Golden Opportunity !
‘NIRMALA TRAVELS’ MANGALORE
OFFERS TOUR PACKAGES ALL OVER INDIA
2010 TOUR BOOKINGS ALREADY STARTED !
TRIPS STARTING FROM MANGALORE AND
BANGALORE
BOOK IN ADVANCE TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT
*********************************************
A HOME AWAY FROM HOME
ROOMS AVALABLE AT GOKARNA,
KARNATAKA
DUE TO SUMMER VACATION AND CHATURMAS
PROGRAMMES BEING HELD AT
BANDIKERI MATH, THE ROOM RESERVATIONS
ARE IN FULL SWING !
PLEASE VISIT GOKARNA FOR
MAHASHIVRATRI
/ CHATURMAS CELEBRATIONS !
*********************************************
Mumbai Contact : 022-28988146 (after 6 pm only)
E-mail : nirmala_borivali @yahoo.com
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Laxmi Poojan at Talmakiwadi
5th November 2010 dawned early this year –
as Narak Chaturdashi and Lakshmi Poojan fell
on the same day.
O u r Ta l m a k i
Wadi Maidan was
resplendent with
torans of marigolds
and a big bright
red coloured
carpet covering
the lawn. On one
side of the maidan
was arranged a
havankund and a
beautiful moorthi
of Shri Mahalaksmi decorated with flowers and
jewellery presided on it. In front of Her were arranged
the coconuts signifying Mahakaali, Mahalakshmi
and MahaSaraswati. Poornima & Shyam Balsekar,
Chairman of the Talmaki Wadi Housing Societ,
performed the Havana as the Yajaman.
Arranged on the maidan were chourangs with
some requisite pooja samagri on each. People started
streaming in by around 7.15 a.m. and you could hear
greetings of ‘Happy Diwali’, ‘Shubh Deepawali’. Each
of them had brought some ‘diwali pharala’ – a sweet
and a savoury, which they left in two baskets at the
gate. Each had brought tatte-kanyso, laxmi vigraha
etc. for performing the Samudayik pooja.
The pooja started with 5 -6 youngsters from
the Prathana group chanting the Math Prayer,
Sri Parijnanashram Trayodashi and 12th and

15th chapters of the Bhagvad Geeta. Vedmurthy
Shatanand Shukla chanted the mantras and we all
followed. A common Aarti was passed around for
waving. After the pooja, Kalyani Hemmady gave a

wonderful recital in ‘Ahira Bhairav’ followed by a
bhajan ‘He Mate Durge Parameshwari’. The group
then split for tea and refreshments. We all came again
to offer poornahuti at the Havankund.
What a divine way to start the day! Thanks to
Bipin Nadkarni who has been organizing this singlehanded for the past 11 years! The youngsters do pitch
in for any arrangements but the ideas are all Bipin’s.
He says ‘Of all the festivals, Diwali is the dearest
to me. It is a festival of auspiciousness. The Diwali
morning is a sight to behold, when so many gather
(draped in their best), with good wishes in their heart
and pray to the Goddess in unison. It is a fulfilling
experience!’
Reported by Prakash Mavinkurve

Saraswat Co-operative
Housing Society, Gamdevi
Article on page 29
Kanara Saraswat
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KANARA SARASWAT ASSOCIATION
13/1-2, ASSOCIATION BUILDING
TALMAKIWADI, J.D. MARG,
MUMBAI – 400 007 Tel: 23805655 / 23802263
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Title :Shri / Smt. / Kum. / Dr. /
Name :
(Surname,

First Name,

Father’s / Husband’s Name)

Blood Group:

Date of Birth :

Gotra :

Occupation :
Residential Address :

City :

State :

Country :

PIN / ZIP :

Residential Tel. No(s) :
Office Tel. No (s):
Mobile No (s).:
E-mail id :

Signature

Membership details : (For Office Use)
(Please tick relevant)
Life Member

Patron

Ordinary Member

Membership No.:
Introduced by :

Membership No.

Payment details :
Cash / Cheque No.
Receipt No.

Kanara Saraswat

drawn on

Dated

for Rs.

dated
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Membership of Kanara Saraswat Association
On November 26, 1911, the birth of Kanara Saraswat Association was announced by Rao Bahadur
S.S. Talmaki, and he had the honour of being the first President.
The Association has great potentialities to bring together scattered members of the community in
touch with one another. The first step is to enlist members.
The total membership at present is 5310. The Association wants to increase the membership during
this Centenary Year and enroll more Life members and Patrons.
Please enroll your friends and close relatives as members. The application form shown on the reverse
may be passed on to them to become new members.
Benefits
D

Monetary benefits through
1) Distress Relief Fund
2) Medical Relief Fund
3) Scholarship Fund
4) Emergency Medical Assistance
5) Encouraging rural entrepreneurship through Community Chest.

D

Social and Cultural programmes are organized including Sangeet Sammelans, dramas, sports and
Convocation of Successful Students.

D

Felicitation of distinguished and outstanding personalities.

D

KSA’s Shrimat Anandashram Hall and the Holiday Home at Nashik given at concessional rates to
members.

D

The Health Centre with panel of Doctors (Specialists) and upgraded Pathological Laboratory at a
very nominal rate is open to all.

D

The Marriage Bureau is helping members for alliances of their sons and daughters.

D

The monthly magazine Kanara Saraswat is available to members free of charge. You can keep in
touch with the community through its Domestic Tidings such as Births, Marriages and Deaths.

D

News items relating to Shri Chitrapur Math activities are given in the magazine.

D

KSA has a Website for the benefit of members.
For further details please log on to www.kanarasaraswat.in

Please send the form, printed on the reverse, duly filled to the
Kanara Saraswat Association at the given address above.
Life Membership Rs. 3,000/- Patron Membership Rs. 5,000/Ordinary Membership 1200 p.a (Rs. 50 Membership charges)
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Examination Results 2010

Shuchi Bellare
‘A’ grade (CBSE)

Amogh Amladi
94.73 % (SSC)

Sandesh Sateesh
Koppikar
80% (PUCII)

Siddharth Nitin
Baindur 82.67%
(HSC)

Deepali P. Savur
89% (PUCII)

Mitali Puthli
79.5% (HSC)

Shivangi Mahesh
Kulkarni 72.67%
(HSC-Sci)

Sowmya Heble 74.69% (B.E. 1st yr)

Nishiket Sunil
Ubhayakar
67.83%(HSC-Arts)

Kartik Hattangadi
80.41% (B.Com)

:- With Best Compliments -:
From

ACME SOAP WORKS

Manufacturers of Industrial & Household Soaps & Detergents
Ram Mandir Road, Next to Ram Mandir,
Goregaon (W),Mumbai - 400 104
Telephone No.: 91 22 26762959 / 26762970 / 26794394,
Fax: 26762994
Email: acmesoap@vsnl.net Website: www.acmesoapworks.com
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Classifieds
Engagements
Trasi-Nerurkar: Dr. Shefali daughter of Dr. Shrilata
Trasi (nee Heranjal) and Dr. Suresh Trasi at Khar,
Mumbai with Dr. Abhishek son of Mrs. Chaya and
Dr. Arun Nerurkar of Dahisar, Mumbai on Dasera 17th
October, 2010 at Mumbai.
Births
A daughter Aditi to Amrita and Vikram Shirali on
2nd September, 2010 at Mumbai. Grand-daughter to
Sharatchandra and Sheela Shirali; Dr Avinash and
Mangala Shirale and great grand-daughter to Nirmala
Mudbhatkal.

Baby girl Anoushka on 17th October, 2010 (Vijaya
Dashami) to Anuradha and Kushal Kodikal. Grand
daughter to Surekha and Kiran Kodikal (Santacruz),
Mridula and Uday Kadle (Pune).
A daughter (anvita) to Pramila (Kilpady) and Aditya
Mankikar on 17th October, 2010. Grand-daughter
to roopa and uday mankikar and kishore and
(late) vijayalaxmi kilpady. Great grand-daughter to
sumatibai chandavarkar.
Acknowledgements
Avanti (daughter of Aishwarya and Ashwin Shirur)
and Ravindra (son of Vijaya and Jayant Amladi) thank
all the relatives, friends and well-wishers for their
gracious presence and blessings on the occasion
of their wedding on 22nd October, 2010 at Mumbai.
Kindly treat this as a personal acknowledgment.
Purohit
Hattangadi Prashant Bhat, B-17, Deepanjali CHS,
BAF-Hira Nagar, Marve Road, Malad (West), Mumbai 400095. Mobile No. 9820920671/9892614433.

Obituary
Shri Murlidhar Shivrao Bagade, aged 82 years, from
Guruprasad Society Vile Parle (East) Mumbai, left for
his heavenly abode on 17th October, 2010. Deeply
mourned by family and friends.

Domestic Tidings
Births
We welcome the following new arrivals:
Jul 21 : A daughter (Lakshmi) to Shirali and
Good opportunity to remember your dear ones

Please sponsor a page in the Kanara Saraswat by paying
only Rs. 500/-. The occasion may be birth, or marriage or
remembering the departed ones. It will be inscribed in your
name as a foot note. Please send your cheque in favour of
Kanara Saraswat Association with the matter. Please restrict
to one line only.
- Editorial Committee
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Vijayanand Kallianpur at Los Angeles, USA.
Sept 17 : A daughter (Kimaya) to Dr. (Mrs) Anupa
Bhargava (nee Basrur) and Dr. Chaitanya
Bhargav at Pune.
Oct 17 : A daughter, Anoushka to Anuradha (nee
Kadle) and Kushal Kiran Kodikal.
Oct 20 : A daughter (Mahima) to Devika (nee
Nileshwar) and Kunal Kundaje at Ivory
Coast, West Africa.
Oct 23 : A daughter to Aparna (nee Nagarmath) and
Nachiket Betrabet at Mumbai.
Marriages
We congratulate the following and wish them a
happy married life:
Oct 22 : Avanti Ashwin Shirur with Ravindra Jayant
Amladi at Mumbai.
Nov 14 : Rupasi Rajendra Hattikudur with Alok Jayant
Basrur at Mumbai.
obituaries
We convey our deepest sympathy to the relatives
of the following:
Aug 18 : Dayanand S. Chandavarkar (84) at Mumbai.
Sept 27 : Nirody Sidhanand Sunderrao (83) at Mulund,
Mumbai.
Sept 29 : Indu Vasant Bhatkal (60) at Kurla, Mumbai.
Oct 12 : Koppikar Shivanand Pandurang (83) at
Coimbatore.
Oct 17 : Shashikala Umanath Nayampally at Mumbai.
Oct 21 : Balsavar Surendra (Gopi) Ramrao (87) at
Santacruz, Mumbai.
Oct 21 : Radha Dayanand Chandavarkar (78) at
Mumbai.
Oct 22 : Kela Kamala Rao (nee Panemangalore) (96)
at Pune.
Oct 25 : Maskeri Arvindrao (74) at Mumbai.
Oct 29 : Ratnabai Marutirao Brahmavar (89) at
Bangalore.
Oct 30 : Kulkarni Ramdas Vithalrao at Mumbai
Oct 30 : Dr. Karnad Paramanand Krishnarao (75) of
Mangalore at Bangalore.
Nov 2 : Sujir Mangesh (Cheddu) R (88) at Gamdevi,
Mumbai.
Nov 3 : Shalini Sundar Udiyavar (84) at Mumbai.
Nov 5 : Shamala Satyanarayan Talmaki (90) at
Bandra, Mumbai.
Nov 10 : Mallapur Suresh Anant in Poona.
Nov 16 : Bantwal Vasant Ramkrishna (85) at Mumbai.
We are happy to announce the start of two new sections
“Kiddies’ Corner” and “The Young Viewpoint”. We
launched “The Young Viewpoint” with Yamini Bellare’s article
“Mobile Mania” in our November issue. We hope to get a good
response drawings / poems/ articles from our kids and youth
for our future issues.
- Editor
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